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Pusuic Law 601, 791m ConGress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-Amer!- 
can Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], 
chapter 753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America, in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RULE X 
SEC. 121, STANDING COMMITTEES 
* * * . * > * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * * * 2 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and at- 
tacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in 
any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such in- 
vestigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 
> a * ¢ ° , . 
RULE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 
the following standing committees: 


* > * * * * > 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


* . * * * a. * 
RULE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
x * * * a * 7 

17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make, from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (8) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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MONDAY, MAY 10, 1954 


Untrep Srates House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Lansing, Mich. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met 
yursuant to recess, at 10:01 a. m., in the House chamber, State Capitol 
Building, Hon. Kit Clardy (acting chairman), presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Kit Clardy (acting 
chairman), Gordon H. heer. and Morgan M. Moulder. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Donald T. 
Appell, investigator; and Mrs. Juliette P. Joray, acting clerk. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The committee will be in session. Before we call the 
first witness today the committee has a number of announcements 
that it wants to make, and while at Detroit, when we first came into 
Michigan, the makeup of the subcommittee was announced, I think it 
well for the record here to let it be known that this subcommittee is 
composed of Congressman Gordon H. Scherer of Ohio, Congressman 
Morgan M. Moulder of Missouri, and myself as chairman of the sub- 
committee. During the hearings that will now commence we call to 
your attention the fact that you are in the presence of a committee 
of the Congress of the United States and that we must have no demon- 
strations of any kind whatsoever. We must, and we shall expect you 
to respect this rule, have absolute quiet so that there may be no unto- 
ward incidents and so that the reporter and the committee particularly 
may hear every word that is said. 

While I don’t think it necessary with this audience, I point out that 
if there is any demonstration, it will be necessary for the Chair to 
have those who take part in it summarily removed from the room, and 
if the demonstration persists, it will be necessary to clear the room. 
I do not anticipate any such trouble, but I want it clearly understood 
that that isthe rule under which the committee operates. 

And while we are talking about that, the committee operates under 
a printed set of rules that will be scrupulously observed throughout 
the proceeding. We cannot deviate and permit favors for one as 
against another. 

For the benefit primarily of witnesses who may be here, even though 
they are undoubtedly familiar with what I am about to say, I want to 
emphasize that each witness will be permitted to have counsel sit 
alongside of him at the table immediately in front of the committee. 


5329 








5330 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 


Under our rules the counsel is permitted to advise the witness on his 
constitutional rights as the hearing progresses, but we will not be 
permitted, as in court—because this is no trial—to address the Chair 
or to attempt to argue or to present verbal statements. 

We will, however, receive from either the witness or his counsel, 
any written motion, and we have received some already, that will be 
given due consideration by the committee. 

If any witness desires a brief period of time in the nature of an in- 
formal recess being called so that he may counsel at length with his 
attorney, that privilege will be extended to him. 

Now, the last thing the committee wants to emphasize is the fact, 
oft repeated but many times misunderstood, and that is, we are not 
engaged in an investigation of any institution, educational or other- 
wise. We are not investigating labor unions. We are not investi- 
gating any particular group or stratum; we are concerned primarily 
with collecting information that will aid and assist the Congress of 
the United States in the enactment of legistlation to cope with the 
Communist threat to our peace and security, and in consonance with 
that we shall expect each and every witness who takes the stand to 
observe the rules as they have been laid out and to cooperate with 
this committee. However, if any witness desires to decline to answer 
any question propounded, if that witness will so indicate, not through 
counsel, but through his own words, the fact that he does object, that 
will be duly noted and recorded. I must caution the witnesses, how- 
ever, that the committee will recognize as an objection only the fifth 
amendment. We are repeatedly confronted by witnesses who invoke 
practically all the amendments and the entire Constitution itself. The 
fifth amendment is always recognized if it is invoked properly on a 
question that may in some fashion or other violate that amendment. 

Now with that, Mr. Tavenner, are you ready to call your first 
witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. I would like to call Dr. Nathaniel Coburn. 

Mr. Cuarpy. If Mr. Coburn is not here but is representd by counsel, 
will counsel please come forward and identify himself for the record. 

Mr. Frecer. Representative Clardy, my name is Fieger. I am an 
attorney from Detroit. I am appearing here at this time as attorney 
for Dr. Coburn to inform the committee that because of Dr. Coburn’s 
ilIness about which the committee was previously notified, Dr. Coburn 
will not at this time appear. 

Mr. Cuarpy. We have permitted you to make that brief statement 
in the record because we were advised in advance of the fact that 
Dr. Coburn was ill. We shall not insist upon his appearing here 
today. We will not dismiss the subpena. We will await such time 
as his health will permit, if we desire his appearance at some sub- 
sequent time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I think it may be well for the record 
to show that the committee has made an investigation of the state of 
health of this witness through a doctor of the Public Health Service. 
The doctor’s statement or report has not been made in its entirety. 
But it has been made to the extent that we feel justified in making 
the recommendation that you have just acted upon, but we think that 
the witness should be held under subpena until we receive a final re- 
port of a medical nature. 
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Mr. Cuarpy. Thank you. We follow, in other words, precisely the 
ordinary and usual course in cases of this kind. 

Mr. Movrper. I want the record to show that I disagree with the 
chairman’s position that only the fifth amendment can be relied upon 
by a witness. I feel that a witness is entitled to claim any legal rights 
which he thinks that he has. He shouldn’t be restricted to the advice 
of the Chair as to what his legal rights are. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Moulder, I restricted him only so far as raising 
constitutional objections are concerned, which as you know, is the 
usual rule of the committee, and also I think I should have it recorded 
that when we adopted these rules, you had other ideas on them at the 
time. 

Mr. Movunper. There is nothing in the rules that any witness is 
restricted to a certain section of the Constitution. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, it is an informal rule of the committee, as you 
know. 

Now will you call the next witness, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Mark Nickerson, please. 

Dr. Nickerson. Mr. Chairman, I would like to . 

Mr. Crarpy. Hold up your right hand and be sworn. Do you 
solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give will be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Dr. Nickerson. I do. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You may be seated. You have a statement to make, 
sir? 

Dr. Nickerson. Yes, sil 

Mr. Criarpy. Will you make it. 


TESTIMONY OF MARK NICKERSON, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
JOHN S. DOBSON 


Dr. Nickerson. I should like to request under your rules 13 (b) 
that I not be televised and that my testimony not be commented upon, 
nor tl t I be photographed. 

Mr. Cuanoy. If | understand correctly, you object to being televised, 
end the television station will be accordingly instructed at this time 
to not televise you. As to the rest of it, 1 didn’t hear clearly what you 
said. . 

Dr. Nickerson. I wish not to to be photographed or to have my 
testimony commented upon, as I make it. 

Mr. Criarpy. I understand the photographing. We impose no re- 
strictions upon the still photographers at any time except that if you 
request it, I will ask them to desist until you have completed your 
testimony. 

Dr. Nicxerson. If you would, please. 

Mr. Criarpy. They will. Now, I don’t again quite catch the third 
request. 

Dr. Nickerson. I understood from the newspaper reports that there 
was going to be a running commentary in connection with the television 
program. I felt that this might be misinterpreted by the public as a 
political show rather than a serious investigation and——— 

Mr. Crarpy. I don’t know anything about that, sir, and I have no 
control over what may be done off the floor here at all, but I am very 
sure that, knowing the people who are picking up this program, there 

48861—54—pt. 6—2 
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will be nothing said on the air that will reflect either upon you or upon 
anyone present. You have counsel, I see. 

Dr. Nickerson. I do. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Will counsel identify himself ? 

Mr. Dorson. Mr. Chairman, my name is John 8. Dobson. I am an 
attorney from Ann Arbor. Business address, 904 First National 
Building. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Thank you. Are you ready to proceed ? 

Mr. TavenNer. Yes,sir. What is your name, please, sir? 

Dr. Nickerson. Mark Nickerson. 

Mr. TavenNer. When and where were you born? 

Dr. Nickerson. I was born in Minnesota in 1916. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, a résumé of 
your formal educational training ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I received my undergraduate training and bach- 
elor’s degree in Linfield College in Oregon, master of science degree 
from Brown University, doctor of philosophy from Johns Hopkins 
University, and doctor of medicine from the University of Utah Col- 
lege of Medicine. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, when you 
entered Johns Hopkins University ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I entered Johns Hopkins University in 1941. 

Mr. TaveNNER. You completed your work there at what time? 

Dr. Nickerson. I received my degree in 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you immediately enter into further educational 
work in Utah? 

Dr. Nickerson. It was the same year, but not immediately after 
receiving my degree. 

Mr. Tavenner. That would have been in 1944? 

Dr. Nickerson. In 1944, yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain in educational work at 
Utah? 

Dr. Nickerson. You mean working for a formal degree? 

Mr. Taverner. In scholastic work. 

Dr. Nickerson. Through 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, now, what your 
record of employment has been since the completion of your educa- 
tional training at Hopkins? 

Dr. Nickerson. I was employed for a period of about 3 or 4 
months—this is after I received my degree—for a period of 3 or 4 
months at the University of Vermont, College of Medicine, and 
then at the University—that was until December of 1944; then at the 
University of Utah, College of Medicine, until the summer of 1951, 
and since then at the University of Michigan, School of Medicine. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you been employed at an earlier date prior 
to your entrance at Johns Hopkins University in any employment 
relating to the United States Government ? 

Dr. Nickerson. Not prior to my entrance in Johns Hopkins. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you employed during the period of your 
training at Johns Hopkins in any manner in which the United States 
Government was interested ? 

Dr. Nickerson. Only indirectly. I was employed by the Johns 
Hopkins University through the OSRD in 1948 to 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. I did not understand the nature of the employment. 
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Dr. Nickerson. It was a project under the OSRD, Office of Scien- 
tific Research and Development. I was employed direciiv by the 
Johns Hopkins University in essentially the same way that an indi- 
vidual may be employed at the present time on a grant, let us say, 
supported by the United States Public Health Service. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that work performed in connection with the 
Chemical Warfare Service of the United States Government? 

Dr. Nickerson. It was, indirectly. 

Mr. Tavenner. The period of that employment was how long? 

Dr. Nickerson. Approximately 1 year. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your work during the course 
of that employment ? 

Dr. Nickerson. The nature of my work was that of a biochemist. 

Mr. ‘TavenneR. Was any of the work in which you were engaged 
in connection with the Chemical Warfare Service of a classified or a 
restricted character ? 

Dr. Nickerson. Yes, it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the basis for 
that classification in general. 

Dr. Nickerson. Well, it was as simple as that, I believe, for all such 
work. We were simply working on some of the rather distant side- 
lights, but using an agent in which the government was interested 
as a possible chemical warfare agent. The work which we were doing 
had to do with more or less strictly scientific and mechanical aspects, 
not with its application. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period of time that you worked in con- 
nection with projects of the Chemical Warfare Service, were you a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that on the grounds that the 
question is an invasion of the freedom of speech, belief, and associa- 
tion gnaranteed by the first amendment of the United States. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you required to file a statement or affidavit 
of any character denying membership on your part in any organiza- 
tion dedicated to the overthrow of the Government of the United 
States by force and violence ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I filed an affidavit. I do not recall the details of 
that affidavit. I assume that it is on file. 

Mr. Crarpy. Is that the form 57 you are referring to, Mr. Taven- 
ner ? 

Mr. TavenNER. I am not certain that in that class of employment 
it would have been form 57. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I am not, either. That is why I asked you the ques- 
tion. It was in substance, however, the same thing, even though it 
may not have had that number. 

Mr. TavenNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. I suppose, doctor, you were cleared at that time to 
handle classified material ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I don’t know the details. I assume there was 
some such action. There were all grades of clearance at that time. 
As I say, I don’t recall the details of what was involved. I assume 
that whatever it is on file and would be available. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know or do you not know whether you were 
cleared to handle classified material ? 
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Dr. Nickerson. I was cleared at least to handle some classified ma- 
terial. AsIsay, there were all grades of clearance. 

Mr. Scuerer. Who gave you that clearance? 

Dr. Nickerson. I can’t answer that question. 

Mr. ee RER. You don’t know? 

Dr. Nickerson. No. I assume it was through the Office of Scientific 
Research and Development. 

Mr. Scuerer. What year was this that you worked for the Govern- 


nt 
ment 


Dr. Nickerson. 1943-44. 
Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Nickerson, there appeared before the Commit- 


tee on Un-American Activities on June 28, 1951, a person by the name 
of Lo Ginsberg. Louis Ginsberg was an official of the Book Shop 
Association of Baltimore. He was subpenaed before the committee 
and was required under his subpena duces tecum to supply the com- 
mitt he records of that bookshop. In the course of his ae? 

} luced State Tax Commission letter addressed to Mr. . Louis 
Ginsberg, who was at that time the treasurer of that organization. 
The letter bears date of June 18,1951. Itsays this: 

Dear Mr. GINSB : According to the personal property report filed with this 
commission, on April 14, 1944, the following officers and directors are listed as 
of Junuary 1, 1944: President, Dr, Mark Nickerson, 505 West 34th Street. 


Is it correct that you were president of the Book Shop Association 
of Baltimore in the vear 1944 ? , 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that also on the grounds that 
the question is an invasion of the freedom of speech, belief, and associ- 
ation guaranteed by the first amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, I am not quite clear. Did you say the first 
amendment ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I did, both times. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Well, that is what I thought you did. Congressman 
Scherer thought you had said the fifth amendment. You are definitely 
not invoking the fifth amendment on either of these two questions 
then ¢ 

Mr. Scurrer. Mr. Chairman, I think you should direct the witness 
to answer the last question first. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes, witness. I think that that is a proper question, 
and the Chair therefore directs that you answer it. 

Dr. Nickerson. Well, without wishing to imply any lack of respect 
for the first amendment, whic h is really the cornerstone of our Bill of 
Rights, I should like to decline also on the grounds that the question 
conflicts with the guara1 aby: provided by the fifth amendment to the 
effect that a person shall not ‘be required to bear witness against him- 
self. 

Mr. Scurrer. Now, Mr. Chairman, I misunderstood the witness 
when he answered the question of Mr. Tavenner with reference to 
membership in the Communist Party during the time that he was 
working on this Government project at Baltimore. I therefore ask 
that you direct the witness to answer the question as to whether or not 
at that time he was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes, witness; I think I shall direct that you do so, and 
I would like to point out that your previous answer in which you in- 
voked only the first amendment has, in the opinion of the Chair, at 
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least, perhaps made it mandatory that you do answer that question 
now. 

Dr. Nickerson. Well, on the basis then of the request of the Chair 
I should like again, without implying any lack of respect for the first 
amen eorew to decline also on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. vp gi [ should say something further. We are not 


depri ving any of the itnesses of the right to raise any prope r objec- 
tion, 1n ludi all of { i aenenaiemnine bad mv ome il statement was 
intended to advise everyone that from a practical standpoint this com- 
mittee has, Pond the beginnin o, recognized only the fifth amendment as 
a solid constitutional basis for refusing to answer, but that is not to 


deprive any fal the witnesses of the right to raise any of the amend- 
ments or the whole Constitution itself, for that matter, if they so desire. 
We just don’t regard it as affording you any legal protection unless 
you do raise the fifth amendment, and then only in the event that it 1s 
raised proper ly in response to a question that had been proper Ly made, 
Proceed. 

Mr. Moutper. May I say in connection with that, that I am happy 
to hear the chairman make the statement he has. That was the point 
awhile ago. I may disagree with your judgment in claiming any 
amendment as a cause or reason to answer, but I certainly don’t dis- 
agree with your right to claim it. You are taking the chances, of 
course, of the consequences as a result of your decision on claiming any 
amendment, but Iam glad to hear now that the Chair takes the position 
that you are not being restricted as to what you believe to be your legol 
rights. 

“Dr. Nickerson. Thank you. I have relied on the fifth amendment 
and what I believe to be the right—in the light of one of its basic 
purposes and that is to protect an individual from being a witness 
against himself and perhaps unwittingly providing a chain of circum- 
stantial evidence which might lead to unjust prosecution. I cannot 
attribute to our forefathers the absurdity of providing this protection 
only for those who are guilty. I believe it was provided primarily for 
those who are innocent. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The English language being what it is, I amplified, 
because, while I said in my own mind, at least, exactly what I said 
the last time, I repeated, so there would be no confusion, but I think 
at this junction I should recite the exact language of the fifth amend- 
ment for the benefit of the record. The part that applies is that which 
reads—speaking of the witness— 
nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself. 


Now to repeat, you may invoke that or any other you want, but 
again, as Congressman Moulder has said, if you do not raise the fifth 
amendment, but raise others, you do so at your own risk, and in the 
case of the fifth amendment it is also at your own risk if it is not 
fairly and properly raised when it should be. 

Of course you have able counsel beside you there to tell you the 
same thing, and I doubt not but what he will agree with what we have 
said. 

Dr. Nickerson. I believe you are correct. However, the extension 
of the protection is that if the answer to that particular question could 
lead into a chain of events which might through circumstantial evi- 
dence lead to unjust prosecution, that is justified. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. We are fully aware of that, and the Chair had it in 
mind when he made the rule a little bit earlier. Proceed. 

Mr. Scuerer. Just a moment. Doctor, if you had not been a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party during the period you were at Johns 
Hopkins, would you so state to this committee at this time? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first amendment and the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Criarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to refer again to the document from 
the State T»x Commission of Maryland addressed to Mr. J. Louis 
Ginsberg. This document also shows that the treasurer of the Book 
Shop Association of Baltimore was Mr. J. L. Ginsberg. Was he the 
treasurer of that organization at any time to your knowledge ¢ 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer on the previously stated ground. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, on that question I think the Chair will direct 
that you answer it because as we interpret the decisions, you may in- 
voke the fifth amendment only for your own protection and not for 
the protection of anyone else, and in this instance it happens, if I 
am correctly advised, that the. witness himself has testified and has 
told us the things about which you were inquiring. Am I correct ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Ginsberg has testified. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And has admitted his connection with the book shop. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, and produced these records in pursuance to the 
subpena. 

Mr. Criarpy. Then I am unable to see how a statement or an ad- 
mission by this witness that Mr. Ginsberg was what he has admitted 
himself to be could in any way incriminate you, Doctor, and so the 
chair directs that you answer it. 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Nickerson. Well, on the basis of advice of my counsel, I decline 
to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you know Dr. Ginsberg? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that on the same grounds, 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you ever hear of Dr. Ginsberg ? 

Dr. Nickerson. Again I will decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer both of 
those questions. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Yes, I think there can be no possible incrimination, 
witness, on the present state of the record, and I so direct that you 
answer those two questions. 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Mr. Cuarpy. In other words, I do not think the fifth amendment 
is fairly or properly invoked in refusing to answer those specific 
quest 1OnS. 

Dr. Nickerson. I still decline to answer on the previously stated 
grounds on the advice of counsel. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and sug- 
gest that it be marked “Nickerson exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Ciarpy. Repeat that, 1 was talking to the Congressman and 
didn’t catch what you said, 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document referred to in evidence 
and suggest it be marked “Nickerson exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Ciarpy. It will be received. 
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(The document from the State Tax Commission of Maryland ad- 
dressed to Mr. J. Louis Ginsberg marked “Nickerson exhibit No. 
was received in evidence.) 2 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of the testimony of Mr. Gins- 
berg the following questions and answers were asked and given: 

Mr. TAVENNER. The committee has information that this organization, the 
Book Shop Association, was used as a front for the Communist Party in promot- 
ing its principles and its purposes. Can you enlighten the committee on that? 

Mr. Grinsspera. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds it may tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. TAVENNER. You are unwilling to tell the committee to what extent, if any, 
the selection of the speakers and the services rendered were part of the plan to 
operate the organization as a Communist front? 

Mr. Ginsspera. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that it may 
tend to incriminate me. 

Do you know of any reason why it may have tended to incriminate 
Dr. Ginsberg to refuse to answer the two questions that were asked 
him ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that on the grounds that it is 
an invasion of my freedom of speech, association, and belief, and on 
the basis of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarvy. Well, now witness, we are getting to something that 
is very importi int, not only in connection with your testimony, but to 
the whole investigation being carried on by the committee. This book 
shop corporation which our records and testimony show has been, 
over the years, distributing Communist literature, so far as the evi- 
dence that we have, has not been shown, however, be shown to have 
been engaged in any criminal activity, certainly none that I know of, 
and I think that the committee is entitled to know the basis for your 
invoking the fifth amendment. Obviously, unless there is something 
other than mere distribution of Communist literature involved, there 
could be no criminal activity with which you could be associated be- 
cause it is not a crime to be a member of the Communist Party nor to 
distribute Communist propaganda or literature. Now, is there some- 
thing other or beyond the fact that it was distributing Communist 
literature, that it may have been a Communist front, that disturbs 
you and causes you to invoke the fifth amendment ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I must decline to answer that question on the pre- 
viously stated grounds. 

Mr. Scuerer. You should further point out, Mr. Chairman, that 
even if it had been engaged in some type of activity, the statute of 
limitations at this time would prevent any prosecution of the doctor. 

Mr. Crarpy. That is absolutely correct, and I think, therefore, 
that again the amendment cannot be fairly invoked, and the Chair 
directs that you answer that last question. 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Nickerson. With due respect to the wishes of the Chair I must 
still decline to answer. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, let me make it perferctly plain then: We recog- 
nize your right, even though we think you are wrong, and we shall not 
at any time interpret t anything you say as any intentional disrespect 
for the Congress or the committee or counsel or anyone else engaged 
in it. We accord you the right, even though we may think you are 


21 Retained in committee files. 
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sadly mistaken, to do just what you have been doing, again reminding 
you, as Mr. Moulder —_ that it is on your own responsibility, and 


particularly when the Chair directs that a question “ answered, you 
must, of course, have in mind without our stating it, that we think 


the amendment has been improperly invoked. 

Proceed. Mr. Couns el. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, if you know, 
whether or not this organization, the Book Shop Association of b: alti- 
more, was used for the purpose of promulgating and advancing Com- 
munist Party pl inciples and doctrines ¢ 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that on the basis of the pre- 
viously stated ground. 

Mr. TAavenNneErR. Will you tell the committee, if you know, please, 
whether or not the speakers that were selected to take part in programs 
that were entered into by this organization were selected on a plan 
to operate the organization for the benefit of the Communist Party 
or as a Communist Party front. 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. — LvER. For the same reasons ? 

Dr. Nickerson. For the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Movtper. I don’t want to harangue any more about this point, 
but what I was referring to a moment ago, to make my position clear, 
is that it is for the courts to decide whether you invoke properly or 
improperly the provisions of the Constitution, not the committee; 
that is my point, 

Mr, Ciarpy. Yes, we may recommend, and in many instances we 
have, that the Attorney General proceed, but in the final analysis, 
the courts will make the decision. We have our own ideas as to what 
that decision will be because we have had a number of them supporting 
the rulings the chair has thus far made. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether or 
not this organization was controlled by the Communist Party or 
whether or not its programs Were in anyway advised or counseled 
about from Communist Party sources. 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that on the basis that it is an 
interference with my freedom of association and on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of the testimony of Mr. Ginsberg 
the following questions and answers were made—in referring to the 
programs of the organization Mr. Ginsberg said this: 

The program committee would choose the various types of entertainment 
at board meetings. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Who were on the program committee, do your records show? 

Mr. Ginspsere. I have a memorandum. Dr. Nickerson was on the program 
committee. 

Were you on the program committee which arranged the programs 
for t his orga ization ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that on the previously stated 
erounds. 

Mr. Criarpy. Right along that same line, witness, while the testi- 
mony indicates you arranged the programs, did you, in making such 
arrangements, from time to time include yourself on any of those 
programs ¢ ; , 

Dr. Nickerson. I must decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I understand from your testimony that you went to 
Utah in 1944. 

Dr. Nickerson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of the educational institution 
with which you were connected there ? 

Dr. Nickerson. University of Utah, College of Medicine. 

Mr. Tavenner. While attending that college did you become chair- 
man of the professional section of the Communist Party in Salt Lake 
City ¢ 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
that it is an invasion of my freedom of association and on the basis 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Isn’t it a fact that you did become chairman of that 
section of the Communist Party? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Let me follow that up a moment. Do you apprehend 
that an admission—assuming that it is a fact that you were a mem- 
ber—that an admission that you were a member of that particular 
branch of the Communist Party would in some way incriminate you? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, is it your ponaen here that there was anything 
other involved that might incriminate you other than membership 
in that branch of the Communist ‘Party? Q 

Dr. Nickerson. I am relying on the fifth amendment of the Con- 
stitution here on the basis that a witness shall not be required to supply 
any information which might be part of a chain of circumstantial 
evidence leading to unjust prosecution. 

Mr. Crarpy. We understand that, but the committee is also en- 
titled to know and discover whether or not the fifth amendment is being 
properly invoked, and my question was merely directed to discover 
whether there is some apprehe ‘sion on your part that this will lead to 
a disclosure of something other than Communist Party membership. 

(At rot point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Mr. ‘LARDY. Obviously if there is something else, that is a totally 
differer ‘nt situation than the Chair imagines to exist. If it is only 
Communist Party membership, and forgetting the statute of limita- 
tions, or | am unable to discern any subst: ‘antial reason why you should 
be apprehensive, and that is why I was trying to find out. As I 
understand it, you have declined to answer, and we shall not press it. 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Because we give you the right, even though we disagree 
with you. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Moutper. May I ask a question ? 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes. 

Mr. Mounper. Are you acquainted with our investigator, Mr. Don 
Appell, who sits at the table beside Mr. Tavenner ? 

Dr. Nickerson, I met him in my office in Ann Arbor. 

Mr. Movutper. While you were in your office, and when you met him 
there, did you have a discussion concerning your Communist Party 
member ship while employed at the University in Utah ? 


48861—54—pt. 6——3 
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Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question on the basis of 
the previously state ‘ grounds. 

Mr. Scurrer. I think he should be directed to answer Mr. Moulder’s 
question as to whether he had a conversation with him or not. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes, I agree with the Congressman. I think the chair 
must direct that you answer that last question. It is only asto whether 
you had a conversation with Mr. Appell. 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Nickerson. I had a conversation in which he served me with 
a subpena. 

Mr. Moutper. Well, did he ask you whether or not you were a 
member or had been a member of the Communist Party while serving 
in your employment at the University of Utah ? 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Nickerson. He did, yes. 

Mr. Mounper. Do you recall what your answer was to his question ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question on the basis pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Moutper. I am merely asking you if you recall your answer 
to his question. 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes, he is not seeking your answer, but merely whether 
you recall. 

Dr. Nickerson. I recall in a very general way. It was, shall we say, 
an unfriendly discussion. I don’t recall the details. I recall in a gen- 
eral way. 

Mr. Mouuper. Didn’t you at that time admit that you were or had 
been, rather, a member of the Communist Party while employed as 
professor at the University of Utah? 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson. ) 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that on the previously stated 
grounds. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, did I hear you aright when you said there 
was an unfriendly discussion at that time? 

Dr. Nickerson. I think so. I believe I had a definite point of view 
on the way in which it was handled. 

Mr. Crarpy. You answered what would have been my next ques- 
tion. The unfriendliness was not from Mr. Appell, but from you be 
cause he was about to serve a subpena on you and ask questions. 

Dr. Nickerson. Basing on the tone of voice, I assume it was mutual. 

Mr. Criarpy. You think he was in some way angry at you merely 
because he was serving a subpena upon you ? 

(Representative Morgan M. Moulder left the hearing room at this 
point. be 

Dr. Nickerson. I think again, basing it only on tone of voice, that 
was not at all impossible. 

Mr. Crarpy. No word that he uttered in any way indicated any 
antipathy toward you, did it? 

Dr. Nickerson. My memory will not allow me to recall exact details 
of words. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, there wasn’t any altercation, any striking of 
blows or anything of that kind, was there? 

Dr. Nickerson. There was none such. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You both behaved more or less as gentlemen, I take it. 
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Dr. Nickerson. I think so. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

(Representative Morgan M. Moulder returned to the hearing room 
at this point. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. After the service of the subpena on you did you 
advise any administrative officer of your school that you had been a 
member of the Communist Party / 

Dr. Nickerson. I advised the administrative officers of my depart- 
ment, the medical school, and the University of Michigan of the faet 
that I had received a subpena. 

Mr. Scuerer. That wasn’t Mr. Tavenner’s question. It was 
whether or not you advised them that you had been a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question on the basis pre 
viously stated. 

Mr. Scnerer. Well, isn’t it a fact that you did so advise them ¢ 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Scuerer. [sn’t it the fact that you told them 

Mr. Ciarpy. Hold it just a moment. I think the Chair must direct 
that you answer the question last propounded, because it has to do 
with something that is obviously not of an incriminating nature, so 
the Chair directs that you answer 

Dr. Nickerson. I still must decline to answer on the advice of 
counsel. 

Mr. Screrer. Isn't it a fact that vou told the officials that you had 
been a member of the party as late as 1951, but that you were not 
a member of the party now ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question on the basis pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. When you said that you were not a member of the 
party now to the officials of the university, were you telling the truth? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question for the reasons I 
have - viously stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, witness, I want to pursue that a little further. 
Who did you confer with at the university concerning this matte1 
after the service of the subpena ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I conferred with the chairman of my department, 
with the dean of the medical school, and with the president of the 
university. 

Mr. Scrrerer. What are their names? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes. 

Dr. Nickerson. Dr. Maurice H. Seavers: I am not sure of the 
initials—I believe A. C. Furstenberg and Harlan Hatcher. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you at that time have a frank discussion with 
them concerning your alleged past connections with the Communist 
Party ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer the question on the nature of 
my discussion on the grounds that it invades my right of privacy, of 
association, of speech, and on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. I am afraid the Chair will have to direct that you 
answer that question because I am unable to see how it could pos- 
sibly incriminate you to admit that you discussed this with your 
superiors at the University. Obviously they will know the nature 
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of the conversation; they know it already, and I can see no harm that 
will come to you in any way, so we direct that you answer. 

Dr. Nickerson. I must still decline to answer. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Chairman, is it my understanding, according to 
the information in possession of the committee, that the witness 
advised the university officials that he has been a member of the Com- 
munist Party but claimed he had severed all connections with the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Ciarvy. No, my question didn’t even go that far. It was merely 
as to whether or not he had discussed the entire matter with them 
with regard to any possible Communist Party connections without 
any admission as to whether he is or is not. 

i am merely trying to see whether you explored the entire subject 
with them so that when and if the committee should decide to go into 
it further, I will know what your side of the discussion may be. We 
want to be perfectly fair with you because if it should be necessary to 
call in the persons with whom you talked, we think in all fairness to 
you, at the very time that this matter is first brought up, you should 
be given a full and fair op portunity to discuss it from your standpoint 
and to say anything that you wish in your own defense, if any defense 
is needed. 

We are trying our best to be as helpful as we can and to prevent 
you from doing anything that may in some way endanger you. We 
want to bend over backwards to be fair with you if we car. 

Now, you must understand that if this becomes a controversial 
question because of your persistent refusal to answer, that we may, of 
necessity, be compelled to take testimony from the others with whom 
you talked, and if that is the case, obviously you should be given the 
first op portunity to state what took place so there will be no question 
in the mind of the committee or of the public or of anyone else as to 
your version of the conversation. 

Now, with that understanding will you reconsider and tell us 
whether or not you did discuss the entire matter with them / 

Dr. Nickerson. I must still decline to answer that on the previously 
stated grounds. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Chairman, may I ask [addressing the witness] : 
Since your e iaiaie nt or at any time during your employment at the 
University of Michigan where you are now employes | have you been or 
are you now a member of the Communist Party 4 

Dr. Nickerson. I must invoke the same grounds, that that question 
is an invasion of my right of freedom of speech and association and of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. When did you come with the University of Michigan ? 

Dr. Nickerson. In the summer of 1951. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness—if I may interject, Mr. Scherer—-if it is a 
fact that you are not today and for some time have not been a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party, can you not see that a frank statement to 
that effect will be in your own self-interest? I should tell you now 
that we have had a number of witneses before us who have frankly 
admitted past Communist Party connections—and I am talking about 
people in the educational field from some of the greatest schools in 
the country; of course, the one from which you come and from which 
[ graduated is, I think, in the top rank—but at any rate those people 
have had no sanctions of any kind visited upon them when they frankly 
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and freely cooperated with the committee and aided us in our search 
for facts; and I think you are defeating your own purposes, if it is 
true that you are no longer a member, if you refuse to admit it, as was 
the effort of Mr. Scherer to get you to admit a moment ago; and I 
want to put it to you again—lI will make it a very simple question: Are 
you now, today, a member of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I still must decline to answer that question on the 
previously stated ground. 

Mr. Crarpvy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Dr. Nickerson, in 1952 Dr. Edward U. Condon was 
a witness before the Committee on Un-American Activities. It is our 
understanding from the investigation of the staff that at a meeting of 
the American Society for chro asreetarss and Experimental Thera- 
peutics, Inc., that you offered a resolution in co nection with the 
Condon matter in which you ailil ined congressional investigations 
in that field. 

Please do not misunderstand me; I am not in any way criticizing 
any individual for criticizing this committee or any other committee 
of Congress. But what I want to know is whether or not there were 
any Communist Party links to the resolution which you offered there 
and the action that was taken by that group. 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Mr. Tavenner. If that is a purely individual expression of opinion 
on your part, that is one thing. If it is Communist inspired, it is 
another. 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Nickerson. In this and the propounding and presentation of 
this motion, as far as I know, there was no Communist Party associa- 
tion or influence nor within my knowledge any individual who was 
related to the Communist Party. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, at that time, Doctor, were you a member of the 
Communist Party when you introduced that resolution ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question on the previously 
stated ground. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, if you, Mae self, had been a member of the party 
at that time, would your answer be the same with respect to the intro- 
duction of that resolution ? 

Dr. Nickerson. My answer with respect to the introduction of the 
resolution was that in my knowledge there was no Communist Party 
influence. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. During the period of time that you were—— 

Mr. Scurerrr. Just a moment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Excuse me. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are telling us that there was no Communist in- 
fluence if you, yourself, happened to be a member of the party at the 
time you introduced this resolution ? 

Dr. Nickerson. That was not the answer which I gave. The answer 
which I gave was that to the best of my knowledge there was no Com- 
munist Party influence with respect to that—— 

Mr. Scuerer. You say there was no Communist Party influence, 
but would wouldn’t say there was no Communist influence, would you? 

Dr. Nickerson. This becomes a technical point that I believe 

Mr. Scuerer. Very technical. 
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Dr. Nickerson. That I believe I must decline to answer on the 
basis of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scurrer. I thought you would decline to answer. 

Mr. Crarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. While you were a student at the University of Utah 
from 1944 until 1950, were you also engaged in teaching there ? 

Dr. Nickerson. Yes: I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your assignment in teach- 

ng ¢ 

Dr. Nickerson. I was teaching medical students in pharmacology 
and therapeutics. 

Mr. Tavenner. During that period of time did you become a mem- 
her of the American Federation of Teachers ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question on the previously 
stated evrounds. 

Mr. Scuerer. [ ask that you direct the witness to answer the ques- 
tion, Mr. Chairman. 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes; the witness is directed to answer that last ques- 
tion. 

(At ae point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Nickerson. On the advice of counsel I will answer that ques- 
tion on the basis that I have no recollection one way or the other with 
respect to the association which you have named. 

Mr. Moutprer. I believe the question was whether vou were a mem- 
ber, wasn’t it ? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 

Dr. Nickerson. Yes. , the name of the association does not 
strike a familiar note with me, and I have no recollection of member- 
ship. 

Mr. Tavenner. Possibly I should rephrase the question. Were 
you a me mber of a teachers’ union which was affiliated with the Amer 

can Federation of Teachers ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I still don’t recognize or have any recollection of 
the name which you have given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of any teachers’ union during 
the period of time you were teaching in Utah? 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question on the advice of 
counsel and on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer that ques- 
tion, Mr. Chairman, whether or not he was a member of any teachers’ 
union during the time that he taught at Utah. 

Mr. Cuarpy. The Chair so directs. 

Dr. Nickerson. I still must decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Nickerson, there were hundreds of thousands 
of teachers throughout the United States who were members of the 
(American Federation of Teachers about whose loyalty there should be 
no question and no question whatever as to their membership in any 
organization of a subversive character. The fact that a person 
may have been a member of that organization should be no reflec- 
tion upon them in any sense. It is an organization which, as a 
union, has accomplished a tremendous good for the teaching pro 
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fession, so I am unable to understand on what basis you could pos 
sibly claim that to answer that question might tend to incriminate 
you. 

Mr. Crarpy. That is the reason the Chair directed that he answer 
that last question. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. And I would like for you to reconsider your 
decision. ; 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Mr. Cuarpy. The Chair wants to add this, that you are going to leave 
the distinct impression that is obviously not true that there is some- 
thing subversive about that group or something disloyal. We know 
that is not the fact, and I can’t see for the life of me why you would 
object to answering the question. That is why I have directed that 
vou do so. 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Nickerson. I might state here, as I stated before, I have no 
knowledge or recollection of the group about which you are now 
talking. 

Mr. Crarpvy. Well, but he has asked you a question as to whether 
you belonged to any group of any organization of teachers. That is 
the purport and intent of the question, and I confess that your retrext 
behind the fifth amendment there leaves me wondering. I can’t see 
how on earth you can raise it in good conscience and raise it fairly, 
and I think you are jeopardizing yourself when you take that attitude. 
That is why we are persisting in asking that you do not continue to 
refuse to answer it. We don’t want to take unfair advantage of you. 

Dr. Nickerson. Well, with respect to this last specific question, I 
must refuse to answer on the previously stated grounds. 

Mr. Crarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I suggest that your answer is based on the 
existence in Utah of a separate organization of teachers at the Uni- 
versity of Utah which is not affiliated with the American Federation 
of Teachers? 

Dr. Nickerson. This is a question? 

Mr. TAvenNER. Yes. 

Dr. Nickerson. TI decline to answer that question on previously 
stated grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the light of that question, Mr. Chairman, I think 
the record should show that his answer should not be a connotation 
of any kind against the American Teachers’ Union. Since your em- 
ployment at the U niversity of Michigan have you been a member of 
the American Federation of Teachers or any local chapter thereof? 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Ds . Nickerson. No, I have not been affiliated with any teachers’ 
aie during my stay at the University of Michigan. 

Mr. Criarpy. Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Crarpy. We have been going for an hour now. I think we 
will have a brief recess. Before doing so I want to read a telegram 
into the record just received. It is addressed to the committee and 
vourself from Detroit. It reads: 

Unable to reach you by phone today. Request continuance until May 25 for 


our client, Mrs. Vera Raymond, whose mother died suddenly this morning at 
Women’s Hospital, Detroit, Please confirm by telegram collect, 
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and signed by George W. Crockett, Jr., attorney for Mrs. Raymond. 
I think the committee will make the announcement at this time, and it 
may reach her even faster than if we send a telegram, which we will, 
that under the circumstances the committee will grant the continuance 
until May 25 or such other date as the committee may find advisable 
or necessary. We have a busy schedule, and while we set May 25 at 
Detroit, there may be some need for a change in that after I get to 
Washington and consult with the chairman of the full committee. 

Mr, Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, may I suggest that you fix the 
date of the 26th instead of the 25th, because I know we will not be 
able to reach it on the 25th. 

Mr. Crarpy. Because of the—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Because of the number of witnesses that we have. 

Mr. Cuarpy. All right. I will amend what I said and make it the 
26th, but with the understanding that both the 25th and 26th may have 
to be changed again later, depending upon the business of the com- 
mittee as we discover it after we return to Washington. 

We will have a 5-minute recess. 

(Whereupon, at 11: 02 a. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 11:07 a.m.) 

(Whereupon, at 11:12 a. m., the hearing was reconvened.) 

Mr. Criarpy. The committee will be in session. Are you ready, Mr. 
Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You may proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been asked questions regarding alleged 
Communist Party membership on your part at different times. I 
would like to ask you now whether you have been a member of the 
Communist Party at any times other than those as to which you were 
specifically interrogated ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question on the basis that 
it infringes on my right of free speech and association and on the basis 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Criarpy. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scuerer. Doctor, during the time that you were working on the 
classified projects for the United States Government when you were in 
Baltimore, did you have any contact with functionaries of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer that question on the previously 
stated grounds. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you ever discuss with functionaries of the Com- 
munist Party the nature of the work you were doing on this Govern- 
ment project at Baltimore ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I have never discussed with any unauthorized per- 
son the nature of classified work. 

Mr. Scurrer. I have no further questions. 

Mr, Crarpy. Mr. Moulder? 

Mr. Movtprr. Well, I do, in this respect: At the time you were dis- 
cussing with Mr. Appell the allegation concerning your Communist 
Party affiliation in your office, which was referred to awhile ago in 
your testimony, did you then state to him in effect that you could deny 
membership in the Communist Party under oath, but that you would 
refuse to answer questions before the committee ? 
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Dr. Nickerson. I decline to answer this question on the previously 
stated grounds. 

Mr. Moutprr. Also in effect, in response to a question, when you 
were asked to explain this, did you or did you not state that if you 
denied membership, then the committee could ask you if you knew 
the identity of any Communists, and that you knew the identity of 
some Communists, and that you would seek protection under the fifth 
amendment in order to avoid that, revealing the identity of such 
Communists ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I must decline to answer that on the same grounds, 
that it is an mvasion of my freedom of association and speech and 
on the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Movrtper. Again I want to reiterate what I stated awhile ago, 
or rather, the question : At that time did you admit to him that you 
had been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I must decline to answer that question on previ- 
ously stated grounds, 

Mr. Mounper. One more question, Dr. Nickerson: You don’t believe 
in a change of our present form of government, by force and violence, 
if necessary? Do you or not ? 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Nickerson. No, I can state categorically that I do not believe 
in it 

Mr. Movutper. Have you ever been engaged in any espionage work? 

Dr. Nickerson. I have never been engaged in any type of espionage 
or sabotage. 

Mr. Mourper. Have you ever, during the course of your work, re- 
vealed any classified or secret information to an enemy of our country 2 

Dr. Nickerson. I have never. 

Mr. Mounper. I assume, of course, that you are an American citizen ? 

Dr. Nickerson. I am. 

Mr. Moutprer. How old are you? 

Dr. Nickerson. Lam 37 years old. 

Mr. Movuntpsr. Are you married 4 

Dr. Nickerson. I am. 

Mr. Moutper. Do you have any children ? 

Dr. Nickerson. Yes. 

Mr. Movutprr. How many? 

Dr. Nickerson. Two. 

Mr. Moutper. Where do you reside now ? 

Dr. Nickerson. In Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Mr. Moutper. That is all. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, I want to follow up a question that Mr. 
Moulder asked to which you gave a frank answer as to whether or not 
you believed in the use of force and violence for the overthrow of this 
Government. Do you belong to any organization, however, dedicated 
to the proposition embodied in his question; that is, that this Govern- 
ment should be overthrown through the use of force and violence? 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson. ) 

Dr. Nickerson. On the advice of my counsel I decline to answer 
that question on the previously stated ground. 

Mr. Crarpy. Have you ever belonged to an organization of that 
kind ? 
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Dr. Nickerson. I must decline to answer that question in that it is 
an invasion of my freedom of belief and association under the first 
amendment and on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Criarpy. Well, I am unable to reconcile your answer to Con- 
gressman Moulder with your refusal to answer mine. You have told 
him that you do not believe in that philosophy, and yet you refuse 
to tell me whether you have belonged to an organization that advo 
cates precisely what you say you dislike. Now, I can’t make much 
sense out of two sides of the problem that way. Is there anything 
further you care to add ? 

(At this point Dr. Nickerson conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Nickerson. There is nothing that I have to add. 

Mr. Crarpy. Very well. Mr. Tavenner, you indicated some addi 
tional questions. 

Mr. TavenNerR. One further question if you will permit it. 

Have you worked on any project or in any capacity for the United 
States Government of a classified character since your employme nt in 

1943 and 1944 in connection with the Chemical Warfare Service ? 

Dr. Nrcxerson. [ have had no direct employment with the United 
States Government, and to the best of my knowledge none of my in 
direct contacts with scientific work have involved anything of classified 
nature, or at least anything which was called to my attention as being 
classified. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what capacity have you worked directly or in 
directly for the United States Government since 1944. 

Dr. Nickerson. I believe in noe apacity. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Mounper. As I understand it, you weren’t so employed prior to 
that date except in an indirect way. 

Dr. Nickerson. In a very indirect w: ay. It was on a project which 
was ona contract to the John: Hopkins University. 

Mr. Movxper. In other words. you may have been employed by 
someone who in turn was under contract with the United States Gov 
ernment 4 

Dr. Nickerson. That is correct. I believe the university was under 
contract as a unit. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Any further questions / 

Mr. Tavenner. There are no further questions. 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness dismissed. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Horace Chandler Davis, will you come forward, 
please, sir. 

Mr. Crarpy. You do solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing ‘but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Dr. Davis. I so affirm. 

Mr. Crarpy. You may be seated. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Dr. Davis. No; I am not. 

Mr. Crarpy. Do you desire to have counsel ? 

Dr. Davis. No; I don’t. 

Mr. Crarpy. You understand under the rules of the committee that 
if you desire, you might be accompanied by counsel ? 

Dr. Davis. Yes: I understand that. 
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TESTIMONY OF HORACE CHANDLER DAVIS 


Mr. ‘Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Dr. Davis. Horace Chandler Davis. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Dr. Davis? 

Dr. Davis. Ithaca, N. Y., August 12, 1926. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation or profession 

Dr. Davis. I teach mathematics at the U niversity of Michigan. 

Mr. TavenNer. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been in preparation for the practice 
of your profession ¢ 

Dr. Davis. I attended Harvard University, I attended Harvard 
College first from 1942 to 1945 when I received the degree of B.S. 
After a period of naval service I returned to graduate school at Har 
vard, receiving the Ph. D. degree in 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you return to Harvard for work on your 
doctor’s degree ? 

Dr. Davis. September 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, how you have 
been employed in the teaching profession since 1950, the time you 
received your doctor’s degree ? 

Dr. Davis. Only since 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. Has that entire employment been at the University 
of Michigan ? 

Dr. Davis. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNner. During the period of time that vou were at Har 
vard as an undergraduate, say eee 1942 and 1945, were you aware 
of the existence on the ¢ ampus or in Cambridge of an organized group 
of the Communist Party made up chiefly of members of the student 
body of Harvard ¢ 

Dr. Davis. That is a question concerning my political associations, 
I believe, and I will refuse to answer all such questions before this 
committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. | suggest that the witness be directed to answer 
the question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The witness is so directed. 

Dr. Davis. I don’t believe I am under any legal compulsion to 
answer that question. I believe that when you direct me to answer 
question concerning my political beliefs or my political eiiliations, 
that it is entirely without force. You are a congressional committee, 
and you can take no action which will infringe freedom of speech 
or freedom of assembly, and I maintain that questions concerning m) 
politics under these circumstances do infringe my rights in that respect. 

Mr. Scnuerer. Do you consider the C ommunist Party to be a political 
party, as we hold political parties in the United Sti ites, Doctor ? 

Dr. Davis. Mr. Scherer, that is again a political question. You are 
asking my evaluation of a political subject, and I am not. going to 
answer that, either. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am only asking you that because of what you just 
said. 

Dr. Davis. I understand, but the same objection to that question 
applies as to the previous one because it is a question concerning mM) 
belief on a political question. I might point out that I have not 
finished stating my reasons for refusing to answer the question that 
Representative C lardy directed me to answer. 
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Mr. Cuarpy. You had a long pause there, and I am sure Congress- 
man Scherer thoug! it you had concluded. I know I did, and I was 
about to ask you one myself. Proceed, if you want to say anything 
more. 

Dr. Davis. Thank you. I wanted to explain in what respect I be- 
lieve that this question exceeds your authority. It seems to me that 
such a question infringes my freedom of speech. It infringes my 
freedom of speech because it seeks to oblige me to discuss my political 
activities and my political opinions under highly abnormal circum- 
stances. This is not the way you discuss politics for the purposes of 
arriving at the truth. These are abnormal circumstances. I am under 
oath where I have to watch every word. In addition, I think that it 
infringes freedom of ; speech because it focuses attention in the evalua- 
tion of political ideas or of individuals on how close they are to Com- 
munist ideas or to the Communist Party, and thereby takes attention 
off the que stion of whether the wees are right and the question of 


the worth of the individuals. I believe that this stifles the type of 
discussion which is necessary in a de mocracy in order that the people 
may arrive at the conclusions which are in accordance with their will. 

Finally, I would claim that in addition to these two respects it also 


infringes the freedom of speech of people who are not on the stand. 
It infringes the freedom of speech of everyone in that it acts as a 
threat—it implies a threat that if their opinions are not such as to 
meet with the favor of this committee, they may be subjected to the 
same sort of treatment that the witnesses today are being subjected 
to, and in that respect it opens the way to stigmatization of political 
views which would lead the citizens to make political ae on the 
basis of fear rather than on the basis of reason. 

Now, I would claim that it is highly essential to a democracy that 
this freedom of political choice be preserved: in fact, that this is the 
freedom which the first amendment is designed to protect. There- 
fore I claim that this question is improper since it exceeds the author- 
ity of Congress. It oversteps the bounds placed on Congress by the 
first amendment. Therefore, I am under no compulsion to answer. 

Mr. Criarpy. At this juncture, Miss Reporter, will you, if you can 
find it, go back and reread the question for us. 

(The question was read by the reporter as follows: 

During the period of time that you were at Harvard as an undergraduate, say 
between 1942 and 1945, were you aware of the existence on the campus or in 
Cambridge of an organized group of the Communist Party made up chiefly of 
members of the student body of Harvard?) 

Mr. Cuarpy. Witness, I had that read back after you had con- 
cluded a rather plain, and I think understandable, statement of your 
position—— 

Dr. Davis. I had not quite concluded, by the way. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You paused again, and you fooled me, but I will say 
what I have to say now because I want to direct you to answer. I 
want to point out to you that you were only asked the question as to 
whether or not you knew of the existence of the group, not whether 
you were a member, not whether you took part in its activities, so in 
the conclusion, if you have more to say, I hope you take that into ac- 
count, and since you say you want to weigh each word, I think I would 
suggest that you proceed maybe just a ‘little bit slow er, so that you 
won't misstate yourself. 
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Dr. Davis. I would like to repeat my reasons for feeling—or not 
repeat, [ would like to state my reasons for feeling that this question is. 
as I claimed it w as, a que stion cone erning my politic -al beliefs or assoc i- 
ations. Information in this regard, if I had it, would imply something 
about my political knowledge and associations, and I will refuse to an- 
swer any questions of this nature. 

Mr. Ciarpvy. Witness, I interrupt you again. You are merely asked 
if you knew of the existence of the group. Now, some of those groups 
have been very flamboyant in flaunting the fact that they did exist, 
and there can be cert: ainly no odium attached to you to say that you 
knew it. Probably some of the most loyal citizens in that community, 
if there was such a group there, would know it also. It is not a ques- 
tion of odium or lack of odium. 

Dr. Davis. I refused to answer the question not because it was odious 
or the answer would be odious, but because it was a question concern 
ing my political beliefs or associations 

Mr. Scuerer. I think that is vy vhe re you miss the point. The Com- 
munist Party in this country has been declared by the Supreme Court 


of this land not to be a political p yarty but a criminal conspiracy, and 
certainly we have the right and the duty to inquire : as to the natu re of 
the operation of that conspiracy in this country. That is the purpose 


of the questions being asked you, Doctor, so your witch premise is 
wrong. You consider it to bea political party, when it is not a political 
party. It is a criminal conspiracy Sain ‘to overthrow this Govern- 
ment by force and violence. Now that has been clearly established, 
and you, with all the degrees behind your name, certainly know that, 
end you with your record in Communist Party activities certainly 
know that. 

Dr. Davis. The question asked me 

Mr. Crarpy. Have you finished the recitation of your reasons why 
you were going to decline to answer ? 

Dr. Davis. I would like to add a few more points if I may. 

Mr. Cuarpy. All right, and then in the future if you are going to 
decline, without repeating this, you may merely say for the reasons 
already advanced. 

Dr. Davis. I would like to explain that in my opinion not merely do 
I have the right to refuse to answer a question which has been im- 
properly made, but that furthermore it is highly desirable for me to 
refuse to answer questions concerning my politics before this commit- 
tee. If I were to answer these questions, [ would be contributing to the 
precedent that everyone must, on demand by this committee, state his 
political position, his politicial affiliations, and therefore I would be 
contributing to the precedent that people’s political activities must be 
judged in terms of their content. This, I think, does injury to the first 
amendment, and therefore my preference not to answer is based on 
desire not to oppose the first amendment to myself. 

Mr. Crarpy. Does that conclude your statement of reasons? 

Dr. Davis. With respect to that question, yes. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Very well. You were directed to answer as we went 
along. I will repeat it now, and if you desire to decline again on the 

same grounds, you may so state. 

Dr. Davis. Certainly, if the question is improperly asked, I feel no 
compulsion to answer. 
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Mr. Criarpy. So you are again declining on the grounds already 
advanced. 

Dr. Davis. Yes, on the grounds of the bounds placed by the first 
xsmendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Very well. 

Now, to carry on something that was said by Congressman Scherer, 
do I correctly understand the gist of your argument to be that any 
effort on the part of this committee to discover the true tacts with 
respect to the existence of Communist organizations any where in this 
Nation is against the Constitution, in fact prohibited by it. and that 
io one is under any compulsion to reveal any facts whatever about that 
conspiracy ¢ Is that the gist of what you say‘ 

Dr. Davis. I discussed questions as to my political beliefs and asso 
ciations which you might put to me, including the one that you did put. 
I can’t speak about hypothetical questions that you haven't asked yet 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, I asked you a question, and I will put it another 
way: Is it your position here today, as was implicit in the question of 
Congressman Scherer, that the Communist Party is no more nor less 
than a political party and that any question ad lressed to you concern- 
ing that group has to do with your political belief and faith? 

Dr. Davis. This question that you asked asks for my evaluation of 
: poli tical question. Therefore, you are asking me to state my view 
of ‘this political question, and the same considerations that you men 
tioned before app ly. 

Mr. Scuerer. Pardon me. I ask that you direct the witness to 

nswer your last question in the view of the answers he has given. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes, I think I should. You may, of course, have the 
privilege of declining on the same grounds if you wish, but I direct 
vou to answer. 

Dr. Davis. And I do decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Very well. But you missed the point, I am afraid, 
that I am trying to develop here. I want to ascertain whether you 
are of the honest belief, as far as your knowledge will permit you to 
have any belief, that the Communist Party is not a criminal con 
spiracy directed against this Government from abroad. 

Dr. Davis. You are asking me for a political judgment, and T refuse 
to answer on the basis that I gave previously. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Very well. Congressman Moulder, you had a question. 

Mr. Mourper. I was going to ask him a more direct question. 
Would you believe in belonging to any organization described by 
Congressman Scherer which would promote or be involved in a con- 
spiracy to overthrow the Government of the United States of America 
by force or violence? 

Dr. Davis. I am opposed to violent revolution as a means of achiev 
le political change. 

Mr. Mourper. Of course T understood from your first statement 
in response to the request of counsel, Mr. Tavenner, that your philoso- 
phy or belief in the beginning—for an example, the Socialist Party 
advanced many principles or beliefs which were many years later 
ulopted by both the Democratic and the Republican Parties, and that 
was vour feeling about the Communist Party. Is that how TI under- 
stand vou, that they had believed in certain principles which even 
tually could or should be adopted in this country? 

Dr. Davis. I didn't state my opinion of the Communist Party. 





COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 5353 


Mr. Crarpy. In fact you refused to discuss the Communist Party, 
as I understand it. Am I not correct in that? 

Dr. Davis. That was exactly the point. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You won't talk about it—period. 

Dr. Davis. I won't talk about my political opinions with regard 
to the Communist Party or other parties. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And you won't even discuss with us whether or not 
the Communist Party is a political party instead of being a con- 
spiracy as I frankly regard it. 

Dr. Davis. That again is a request for a political judgment on my 
part, 

Mr. Movutper. Of course in the beginning—may I interpose by say- 
ing that maybe during the period of time in which the question has 
been applied to, the Communst Party wasn’t at that period looked 
upon as a world conspiracy. It has only been in recent years when it 
has been discovered what its real purpose and motives were under a 
totalitarian system of government as controlled by the Soviet Union. 
Do you wish to distinguish between the Communist Party movement 
wv the Communist objective today as of in prior years when you were 
in school at Harvard ¢ 

Dr. Davis. 1 am not sure I understand the question, but it sounds 
like a question seeking my political opinion. 

Mr. Moutper. That is all. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, of course we have no intention or desire of 
forcing you to answer anything. We have no power to do that, but I 
think you would serve your own best interests if you frankly an- 
swered the questions we have been trying to get you to answer, and 
that is as to whether you regard the Communist conspiracy as such 
or whether you honestly think today that it is no more nor less than 
a political party, much as the Democratic Party or Republican Party 
or any of the other parties may be. 

Dr. Davis. I appreciate your desire to guard my best interests; 
however, for the reasons that I gave ications, I will refuse to answer. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, we might as well get to the meat of the coconut, 
Mr. Tavenner. Will you proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Davis, you were in attendance at Harvard 
1950 in pursuance of your graduate studies / 

Dr. Davis. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has received evidence that there was 
in existence during a part of that period, at least, a cell or group of 
the Communist Party, an organized group of the Communist Party 
among instructors at Harvard. Did you engage in any work of the 
character of instructor during that period of time / 

Dr. Davis. Was I an instructor at Harvard ¢ 

Mr. TaveNNER. Yes. 

Dr. Davis. I never held the rank of instructor at Harvard. Iwasa 
teaching fellow at Harvard in the year 1947-48. 

Mr. Tavenner. During that period were you aware of the existence 
of a group of the Communist Party within the graduate students or 
instructors at Harvard ? 

Dr. Davis. This again is a question concerning my political associ- 
ations, and I refuse to answer that for the same reasons as before. I 
think it is an improper question. 

Mr. Scruerer. Does that include the fifth amendment / 
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Dr. Davis. My reasons for refusing to answer I stated before. I 
feel that the fifth amendment is irrelevant. Whether or not you are 


trying to get me to be a witness against myself is not to the point 
because I claim that the question 1s improperly put in the first place. 

Mr. Scnerer. Then you are not relying on the fifth amendment ? 

Dr. Davis. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. As I understand it, you did not rely on the fifth 
amendment in refusing to answer all of the other quest ions which you 
have refused to answer # 

Dr. I “wr 1s. That is correct, Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Robert Gorham Davis testified before this com- 
mittee on February 25 of 1953 regarding a much earlier period at 
Harvard—it was 1938 and 1939—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. May I interject there. Do you know Dr. Robert Gor- 
ham Davis? 

Dr. Davis. This seems to be a question concer ing my friends and 


associates I am not eoing to answer any questions in that regard, 
either. Earlier this morning you said, in connection with the testi- 
mony of Dr. Nickerson, that you might call to the stand people with 
whom he had conversed, and I feel that the possibility that you might 
do this to people who I might know or to determine w hether I knew 
people is a very strong argument for my not naming their names. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know Dr. Nickerson ? 

Dr. Davis. I am going to explain my answer to all such questions, 


if you like. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am just inte rrupth 1 you. 

Mr. Crarpy. Let him finish that answer, and then I think your 
question is a very good one, and I will ask you to answer it after you 
finish this one. 

Dr. Davis. I am still answering the first question. If the committee 
is to discover the friends and associates ot people called up before 
this committee and attacked by this committee, then I feel that the 
te nde ney of this W ill be to make people avoid association with anyone 
who mig rht be attacked by this committee. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I interrupt you to tell you that the Dr. Davis 
refer ad to was not only not atts cked by this committee, but that he 
cooperated fully with the committee, that he is not now a member of 
the Communist Party, and that he has already testified. He is not 
someone who is yet to be called as your answer would imply up to this 
point. 

Dr. Davis. Perhaps I should—— 

Mr. Scuerer. He was commended by the committee for his testi- 
mony. 

Mr. Crarpy. Very much so, because he gave us a great deal of very 
helpful information that has been put to use in legislative proposals 
we have laid before the present Congress. 

Dr. Davis. Apparently I haven’t made clear my statement. I will 

y, beginning over. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, I think you have, but I was merely correcting 
two of thei impressions you had. 

Dr. Davis. My point is this: If witnesses are to be compelled to 
state before this committee who their friends and associates are under 
circumstances where the witnesses themselves are purporte »d to be par- 
ticularly shocking people, in other words, in connection with wit- 
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nesses such as myself who refuse to answer some of the committee’s 
questions, then the tendency will be, of course, first, for people to dis- 
like being named before the committee in this way, and second, for 
them to avoid in the future association with anyone who might per 
haps be a witness before this committee and refuse to answer some 
questions. ‘This constitutes definite pressure on them to choose only 
certain friends, only those who would be cooperative with the com- 
mittee or who would not be called. This type of pressure is a restric- 
tion on their freedom under the first amendment to have whatever 
associations they please, and therefore I claim that this question in 
itself is improper as the other one was, and I would refuse to answer. 
In addition, if there is any intimation that the question concerned 
my political affiliations, then it would be even more improper because 
it would be a violation of the first amendment in the same way as 
other political questions would. That is my understanding of the 

sill of Rights. Of course this would not necessarily app ly if the 
question were other than a question as to personal acquaintances or 
a question as to political associations. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We have been talking about a man who is not a Com- 
munist and who has cooperated with the committee. 

I am going to switch the scene for just a moment and ask you if 
it is not a fact that you were a friend of Gerhart Eisler. 

Dr. Davis. I understand this to be a question of the same sort as 
previously. It is a question as to my personal associations, and I 
assume that in this case it would also be a question concerning my 
political associations; therefore, for both the reasons I gave before, 
I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Robert Gorham Davis testified at some length 
before this committee regarding the conduct of Communist Party 
affairs at Harvard during the period he was acquainted with it, he 
having been a member of the Communist Party at Harvard. The 
question of influence upon the faculty members upon the student 
body was discussed by him. He told the committee that at the time 
he was a member there was no direct. connection between the faculty 
members and the student body on the subject of communism for se- 
curity reasons. We are very anxious to investigate that situation 
fully and as at late a period as possible. We want to know from you, 
if you have knowledge of it, whether or not there was any relation- 
ship between the faculty members of the Communist Party and stu- 
dent body members of the Communist Party at Harvard and what 
influences were brought to bear by one group upon the other. 

Mr. Crarpy. And in extension of what the counsel has said, we 
have before us for consideration now—speaking of the committee— 
some proposed legislative proposals. This answer, if you will choose 
to give it, will be information the committee can use to very good 
effect. 

Now proceed. 

Dr. Davis. Insofar as the question asks for my knowledge of poli- 
tical events, I must refuse to answer it on the same basis as the previ- 
ous question. However, it per hs aps implies a question as to improper 
practices in the conduct of classes or of relations between faculty and 
students at Harvard, and as such it is perhaps a proper question. 
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I will say that during the period that I was at Harvard I found the 
instruction there and the conduct of the faculty there to be of the 
highest quality. 

Mr. Tavenner. I had no intention of asking anything about the 
character of instruction. 

Dr. Davis. 1 am sorry, I thought this did refer to the character 
of the instruction. 

Mr. Tavenner. No; absolutely not as to the character of instruc- 
tion. I am not going into the classroom. I haven’t been in the class- 
room. I am in Communist Party organizations; that is what I am 
confining my question to. Now will you answer it, please, in the light 
of that statement ¢ 

Mr. Crarpy. Maybe you had better rephrase it, Mr. Tavenner, so 
there will be no confusion. 

Mr. Tavenner. My question is, based upon evidence that the com- 
mittee has received, whether or not there was any relationship between 
faculty members of the Communist Party, such as instructors, and 
student body members of the Communist Party, in a way in which 
one group would have any influence over the activities of the other 
grou 4 

Dr. Davis. This is a question of the same sort as the previous ones, 
and I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am trying to restate the question. As a matter 
of fact, weren’t you in a position to know the answer to that question ? 

Dr. Davis. This is again the same sort of question, and I refuse to 
answer it for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not a member of the Wendell Phillips 

Club of the Communist Party in Cambridge, made up chiefly of 
members of the student body at Harv: ard! Q 

Dr. Davis. I am not going to answer that for the same reason as 
before, and I think for an additional reason: An inquiry of this sort 
as to my association with a group which has been under such attack 
or in fact, as to my personal association with any such group, carries 
in this committee hearing an implication that certain answers would 
be reprehensible. This, I claim, infringes my freedom of speech in 
addition to the infringements that I discussed before in connection 
with any political question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I point out to you, witness, this one very impor- 
tant fact: Unless you have been associated with some group that you, 
yourself, as you define it, regard as reprehensible, a truthful, honest 
answer can do nothing other than serve your own best interests. If 
the group was of a subversive character, if the group was reprehensible 
in some way or other, it is, of course, conceivable that a truthful 
answer that you know something about them or that you associated 
with them or that you did something in connection with them, con- 
ceivably might do something to you. But you are being given here 
today—the first time you have been confronted with any of these 
questions, because we have said nothing to the pub lie, to the press, 
or to pare ¥ else until you took this stand—you are being given tod: ay 
a full, free, fair opportunity to say to the pub lic and to this committee 
and to the ( ongress whether or not you have had any associations 
whatsoever, remote or otherwise, with a conspir acy whose avowed 
purpose is the destruction of the freedom that we enjoy, and your con- 
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tinued refusal, prating the Communist Party line—and it is nothing 
else, because we have had it from witness after witness—will do you 
ill, and I think you ought to reconsider your position during the 
noon hour—because we are going to adjourn within the next about 7 
minutes—and come back and tell us all that you know, if you do 
know anything. If you do not, a frank, honest answer that you do 
not, instead of all of this lengthy discussion about something that is 
entirely irrelevant in the opinion of the Chair, if you will do that, you 
will serve your own best interests. Now, I am interjecting that so 
you will understand that all we are seeking are facts, and we are not 
interested in your political beliefs, your political faith, if you have 
any. We are not interested in anything else except in uncovering all 
of the tentacles of the Communist conspiracy, and if yau can aid us, 
you can tell us what you know. If you cannot, you can deny any 
cnowledge instead of retreating behind the first amendment as you 
have. 

Will you proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Dr. Davis. If that was a question, I would like to answer it. 

Mr. Crarpy. It is not a question. I am merely imploring you to 
reconsider what I think is an ill-advised decision on your part to take 
a stand that will do you a disservice. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Wendell Hinkle Furry, from Harvard, was also 
a witness before this committee. On his first appearance before the 
committee he refused to answer any material questions relating to the 
operation of the Communist Party organization within the faculty at 
Harvard, but he came back voluntarily several weeks later and stated 
to the committee that he was not then a member of the Communist 
Party and had not been a member since 1948. 

Mr. Crarpy. I think you were wrong as to the date. I think I 
managed to back him up on the calender for about a year and a half 
or 2 years, and I think he established a March 31, 1952, or 1951 date. 
My memory may be in error, but it didn’t go very far back. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you are correct. Do you know in what 
department Dr. Furry taught at Harvard? 

Mr. Movtper. Let me ask the witness, do you know Dr. Furry? 

Dr. Davis. That question I am sure I should not answer on the 
grounds that I gave previously. It is a question concerning my per- 
sonal associations. I was wondering what I should say to the ques- 
tion Mr. Tavenner asked. 

Mr. Scnerer. You have refused to answer the question as to whether 
or not you know Dr. Furry, and you are not declining to answer or not 
refusing to answer that question on the basis of the fifth amendment, 
I understand. 

Dr. Davis. The question involved Dr. Furry ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. : 

Dr. Davis. That is correct. My grounds are not those. I do have, 
and I do not want to relinquish, the right to refuse to be a witness 
against myself. However, that is not necessarily pertinent on this 
question because this question is improper from the ontset. 

Mr. Mounper. May I ask: Were you a student at Harvard at any 
time while he was instructor or teacher there ? ; 

Dr. Davis. When was he a professor or teacher there ? 

Mr. Movurper. During that period 
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Mr. CLarpy. Do you know when he was cringe sed or teacher there? 

Dr. Davis. I am uncertain what my answer should be to that for 
the 

Mr. Ciarpy. Take your t . 

Dr. Davis. Thank you. I believe I can answer that. I don’t be- 
lieve that it does concern my personal associations. I know what de- 
partment he was in, yes, and I don’t know exactly which years he 
was teaching there, no. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And you therefore, am I to understand, did not know 
him personally ? 

Dr. Davis. I would refuse to answer that on the same basis as before. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the department in which he was a 
teacher ? 

Dr. Davis. Physics. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you take any courses under him ? 

Dr. Davis. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNer. What were the courses, and what years? 

Dr. Davis. The years, I believe—I believe in the fall semester, 1946, 
physics 40-A. On the spring semester, 1947, physics 40—B, and in the 
fall semester, 1947, physics 40-C. 

Mr. TavenneErR. Were you aware of any Communist Party activities 
on his part during that period of time ? 

Dr. Davis. That is a question of a similar nature to those which 
I refused to answer before, and I would further refuse to answer on 
the grounds that it might be specifically an infringement on his right 
of freedom of speech. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Perhaps I should tell you that under familiar court 
decisions you are entitled to invoke your constitutional objections only 
as they apply to you and not on behalf of anyone else. 

Dr. Davis. Thank you. 

Mr. Moutper. May I ask, how far do you think one’s privilege of 
freedom of speech should extend? I mean, do you think it should 
extend so far as to advocate the overthrow of the United States Gov- 
ernment by force or violence, for one example, is one question I would 
ask. 

Dr. Davis. In other words, do I think that Congress is exceeding 
its powers if it abridges the right to make a statement favoring the 
overthrow of the Government by force and violence, is that the ques- 
tion you are asking ? 

Mr. Movuuper. Yes. I say: Do you think any person in this coun 
try, whether he be an American citizen or not, has the privilege of 
freedom of speech to the extent of advocating and teaching the over- 
throw of our Government by force and violence ? 

Dr. Davis. Mr. Moulder, I have had to answer a few questions about 
my political opinions in order to explain my reasons for not answer- 
ing, but I otherwise am refusing to answer questions concerning my 
political opinions, and it seems to me this is a question of that sort, 
so that I should refuse to answer that, too. 

Mr. Movurper. Do you feel that one, as a professor or even in any 
other vocation or profession, should have the freedom of speech to 
the extent of advocating disloy: alty to our Government ? 

Dr. Davis. That sounds to me again like a request for a political 
judgment. 
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Mr. Crarpy. The hearing will be recessed until 1: 30. 
(Thereupon, at 12 noon, the hearing was recessed, to reconvene at 
1: 30 p. m. of the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


(At the hour of 1:30 p. m. of the same day, the proceedings were 
resumed, Representatives Kit Clardy (acting chairman), Gordon H. 
Scherer, and Morgan M. Moulder being present.) 

Mr. Criarpy. The committee will be in session. Will the witness 
resume the stand. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Davis, were you aware of whether or not pro- 
fessors from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology took part in 
Communist Party activities along with groups of Communists at 
Harvard ¢ 


TESTIMONY OF HORACE CHANDLER DAVIS—Resumed 


Dr. Davis. I again refuse to answer on the basis that this question 
refers to my political associations. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Dr. Dirk Struik? 

Dr. Davis. This question, like others you have asked, refers to my 
personal associations, and I refuse to answer that, too. 

Mr. Scurrer. Who was Dirk Struik? 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Dirk Struik was a member of the Department 
of Mathematics at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. He has appeared before this committee some time 
back? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, and refused to answer questions relating to 
Communist Party activities, relying upon the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. He has, however, been identified by a number of other 
witnesses who appeared before us as a member of a [Communist] cell. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is true. 

Dr. Davis, there has come to the attention of the committee a pam- 
phlet entitled “Operation Mind,” which was disseminated at the time 
the Committee on Un-American Activities arrived in Detroit for its 
hearing in 1952. This pamphlet calls upon all groups to oppose the 
committee’s presence in the area of Detroit. I have it before me; I 
see that there is a notation on it stating, “distributed by University 
of Michigan Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, and the 
Civil Libe rties Committee of the University of Michigan.” Were you 
a member of either of those two organizations at the time that that 
pamphlet was disseminated ? 

Dr. Davis. I am sorry you are so distressed by this opposition. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I didn’t hear what you said, 

Dr. Davis. I said I am sorry you are so concerned about this oppo- 
sition. 

Mr. Crarpy. What makes you think we are concerned? We are 
merely soeleice to get facts, and if you had anything to do with it, 
you should not hesitate at all to tell us. Don’t try to lecture the com- 
mittee, please. 

Dr. Dat is. And this question is a question again about my associa- 
tion or lack of association with groups which as described are cer- 
tainly political, and this certainly therefore comes under my previous 
refusal. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you not the treasurer of the Ann Arbor chap- 
ter of the Arts, Sciences and Professions at the time of the dissemina- 
tion of that document ? 

Dr. Davis. That is exactly the same type of question, and I refuse 
to answer again. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I direct that you answer the question. 

Dr. Davis. I refuse to answer on the same basis as before. I say 
that your direction that I answer is without force. 

Mr. Crarpy. Do you conceive that there is something about that 
“om cation that is subversive in nature? 

. Davis. I conceive that there may be something about that or- 
ganization which . = tical in nature, and I claim that your ques- 


tions as they pert: to my political activities exceed your constitu- 
tional authority. T am not re fabsin ng to answer exclusively on the 
grounds that there might be blame attached to me for a correct an- 
swer; Iam refusing to answer on the basis that you are exceeding your 


authority in asking the question, and I am extremely concerned to 
defend the democratic rights which we enjoy in this country, of which 
you spoke this mornin g, and in line with that defense I must challenge 
vou, and I believe you have been overstepping your authority as a 
Government officer. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are not refusing to answer the question with 
reference to this pamphlet on the grounds of the fifth amendment 
then, are you?! 

Dr. Davis. No, amnot. Iam answering 

Mr. Scuerer. You are not invoking the fifth amendment ? 

Dr. Davis. I am answering on the previous grounds. If the ques- 

on pertains to the pamphlet, there is addition al reason for refusing 
to answer, namely the provision that Cor Tess shall not restrict free- 
lom of the press, because I believe that freedom of the press implies 
the freedom to issue written material and to circulate written mate- 
rial and to read written material without intimidation. 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes, but by this pamphlet you seek to prevent the 
richt of a committee to meet inthe State of Michigan. 

Dr. Davis. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Scnuerer. You seek to prevent this committee meeting in the 
State of Michigan. Yo uu would deprive this committee of the very 
thing that you say you want protected. 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes, you want free speech for everybody. 

Mr. Scnerrr. But you don’t want free speech for this committee. 

Mr. Crarpy. You want free speech only for srenybods who agrees 
with you, and you do not like anyone’s viewpoint other than yours 
expressed, if I understand your “Operation Mind” pamphlet and your 
attitude here today. 

Dr. Davis. This is a question? 

Mr. Crarpy. I am telling you the facts, sir. Isn’t the reason that 





you are refusing to answer this question or say anything about it 
because of its Communist origin. inspiration, and direction? 

Dr. Davis. Is this a question also? 

Mr. Crarvy. Yes, sir. If you don’t understand questions, then that 


ine of degrees that you have has misled me terribly. Now, can you 
answer it ? 
Dr. Davis. Once before when I thought you were asking me a ques- 


tion, vou weren Tt. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Read the question, Miss Reporter. 

(The question was read by the reporter as follows: 

Isn’t the reason that you are refusing to answer this question or say anything 
about it because of its Communist origin, inspiration, and direction? 

Mr. Crarpy. Isn’t that the fact ? 

Dr. Davis. The answer to that question is the same as the answers 
T have given previously to questions about my political beliefs or 
affiliations. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Scuerer. Just a minute. Weren’t you the author of that 
pamphlet ¢ 

Dr. Davis. This is again a question concerning my 

Mr. Screrer. I should say it is. 

Dr. Davis. This is a question concerning what political activities I 
engaged in and concerning what words I wrote, and I therefore claim 
that that is an improper question, both because it violates freedom of 
political choice 

Mr. Cuarpy. If Rudyard Kipling 

Dr. Davis. Also freedom of the press. 

Mr. Cuarpy (continuing). Should be asked if he was author of a 
given article or book, do you think he would be ashamed to acknowl- 
edge it? Aren’t you in effect saying, “T am ashamed to admit that I 
was the author of the article in question” ? 

Dr. Davis. I am_ not saying now and I will not say that I am 
ashamed of any political activities I have engaged in or any political 
opinions that I hold. If I am convinced my political ideas are wrong, 
naturally I will change them, so what need to be ashamed of them, 
and I can be convinced only by reason and facts. 

Mr. Crarpy. Do you have any familiarity at all with the document 
about which Congressman Scherer and Mr. Tavenner inquired ? 

Dr. Davis. This is a question, I believe, which concerns my political 
affiliations and activities, and it also concerns what I read, and I will 
not answer questions of that nature. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, I ask that you direct the witness to 
answer the question, whether or not he was the author of the pamphlet 
in question. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I so direct, witness. 

Dr. Davis. I will not answer because I assert that it is an improper 
question. 

Mr. Scuerer. And you are not relying on the fifth amendment ? 

Dr. Davis. That is correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is obviously in contempt of the Congress 
of the United States. 

Mr. Crarpy. There is no doubt about that. He has been in contempt 
all day here, but I think on this last question that it should be made 
perfec tly clear to him that we are inquiring about something on which 
we have positive knowledge of your direct connection, and your refusal 
to answer something that is public knowledge cannot in anyway in- 
criminate you. You haven’t raised that objection. 

Dr. Davis. I have not. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It certainly is not an invasion of any of the rights 
under any other amendment to merely inquire whether you are the 
author, proud or not as you may be, of what you have done. If you 
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are ashamed of it, you can change your mind and tell us you repudiated 
it later, but we are not even asking you to do that, to merely acknow]l- 
edge that you did it. 

Mr. Scuerrer. An article which seeks to restrict the speech of the 
Congress of the United States. 

Dr. Davis. I would deny that I am in contempt of Congress. I am 
attempting to cooperate with the Government to the highest possible 
degree— 

Mr. Ciarpy. By not answering questions? 

Dr. Davis. In challenging the committee when I believe that it is 
overstepping the bounds allowed it by the Constitution. 

Mr. Scuerer. Am I overstepping the bounds when I ask you about 
your connections with Gerhart Eisler, a man who fled the United 
States to avoid prosecution and who is now the leader of the Com- 
munist group in Germany in the zone occupied and governed by Soviet 
Russia / 

Dr. Davis. You are again asking me about my personal association, 
and I claim that information as to my personal 

Mr. Scruerer. Personal association as to a conspiracy, you say that is 
overstepping our bounds ¢ 

Dr. Davis. Did you ask me whether I was conspiring? 

Mr. Scuerer. No, whether you knew him. 

Dr. Davis. You asked me whether I knew him. That is a question 
as to my personal associations, and I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Scurerer. When did you last hear from him ? 

Dr. Davis. I think that is the same sort of question. 

Mr. Scurrer. Have you heard from him since he left this country ? 

Dr. Davis. Again the same answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are not invoking the fifth amendment on the 
question ¢ 

Dr. Davis. No. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are you acquainted with and do you know President 
Harlan Hatcher of the University of Michigan ? 

Dr. Davis. That is again the same sort of question. I refuse to 
et for the same reason. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Please, we must insist there be no demonstration, either 
way, of approval or disapproval. 

Now obviously you are not raising the fifth amendment in connec- 
tion with my question. 

Dr. Davis. With neither of them. 

Mr. Criarpy. Would you refuse to answer any question of this com- 
mittee with respect to your knowing anyone, including members of 
the staff or this committee ? 

Dr. Davis. If there was an implication that there was anything 
improper in my knowing the person, or if the question was asked other 
than as a question regarding my personal associations, I don’t know. 
The questions that you have asked me sounded to me like questions 
about my personal associations or about my pone associations, and 
I would claim that you are overstepping your rights when you insist 
on my answering them 

Mr. Crarpy. Asking you about your acquaintance with President 
Hatcher then is invading your field of freedom of speech or something 
of that kind? 

Dr. Davis. Yes. Let me give you an example to show you how. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. No, you don’t have to give me an example. You have 
made it perfectly plain. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. Let us make this 
as short as we can, because I don’t think any useful purpose will be 
served. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have a good many questions I would like to ask 
the witness. 

Mr. Criarpy. I have a lot I would like to ask him, but I don’t care 
to encumber the record with this sort of thing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Davis, isn’t it a fact that the University of 
Michigan Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions and the Civil 
Liberties Committee of the University of Michigan had nothing to do 
with the distribution of this document ? 

Dr. Davis. I won't answer that for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it a fact that they had not approved at any 
time of the issuance of the document ? 

Dr. Davis. I will not answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it a fact that on February 20, 1952, you placed 
an order with the Edwards Letter Co., 711 North University, Ann 
Arbor, Mich., for the printing of this pamphlet, and that you ordered 
4,000 copies at a cost of $112? 

Dr. Davis. That question is improper, just as the others are. 

Mr. CLtarpy. Are you refusing to answer / 

Dr. Davis. Yes. 

me, Criarpy. For your own protection, I suggest you should say 
that, if you are refusing to answer, bee: 7% the kind of answer you gave 
will afford you not even a smidgen of a legal ground on which to 
stand in the event of a contempt citation. 

Dr. Davis. Thank you, Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it a fact that you are the author of that docu- 
ment ¢ 

Dr. Davis. I thought I had already refused to answer that. 

Mr. TAavenner. Isn’t it 

Mr. Scuerer. Wait a minute. Let us not let him get by with that. 
I ask you to direct the witness to answer that question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are so directed. 

Dr. Davis. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that it 
iS an improper one. 

Mr. Tavenner. Didn’t the composition of that document, its issu- 
ance, and dissemination, result from a meeting that was held on 
February 4, 1952, in the home of Betty Enfield? 

Dr. Davis. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it a fact that you and several other members of 
the Communist Party, including Ed Shaffer and Lawrence = North- 
wood, expecting that members of the Communist Party from Ann 
Arbor would be subpenaed before the hearing contempl: “ed to be con- 
ducted in Detroit in 1952, met and had counsel there to advise and 
discuss with you and your group what attitude should be taken in the 
event any of the members of the Communist Party from Ann Arbor 
were called as witnesses before the committee ? 

Dr. Davis. This is a rather elaborate question, but it seems clear 
that it relates to my political activities, and accordingly I refuse to 
answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. It might relate to subornation of perjury, that might. 
That doesn’t deal with political activities, sir. 

48861—54—pt. 6——6 
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Dr. Davis. Are you charging me with subornation of perjury ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. I just said it might deal with subornation of perjury, 
such a question. You might properly invoke the fifth amendment to 
that question, I can see that. 

Mr. Crarpy. You are not invoking the fifth amendment, though, 
as I understand it. 

Dr. Davis. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it not as a result of that conference that you 
began work on the preparation of this pamphlet for the direct purpose 
of impeding the committee in the investigation in which it was then 
engaged ? 

Dr. Davis. I refuse to answer on the same basis as before. 

Mr. Scuerer. You mean suppress the activity of this committee? 

Mr. Tavenner. Not ene eeee, but to interfere with the conduct of 
the hearings by the pamphlet which you originated and distributed. 

Mr. Scuerer. They want freedom of speech for- 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not certain whether the witness has answered 
the question. 

Mr. Crarpy. No, he hasn’t. 

Dr. Davis. I didn’t know it was a question, I am sorry. T thought 
it was an assertion. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you read the question, please. 

(The question and answer was read by the reporter as follows:) 

Was it not as a result of that conference that you began work on the prepara- 
tion of this pamphlet for the direct purpose of impeding the committee in the 
investigation in which it was then engaged? 

Answer. I refuse to answer on the same basis as before. 

Mr. Tavenner. He has answered the question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You rephrased it, and I will now direct him to answer 
it. because I think it is imports int. 

Dr. Davis. I still refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Cruarpy. Proceed. 


Mr. Tavenner. I note near the end of the article or the pamphlet a 
statement: 


Here is what you can do to prevent thought control in America. 


Did you read the reports of the Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties; that is, the results of hearings which had been conducted by it in 
order to come to the conclusion you reached in this pamphlet? 

Dr. Davis. This question implies the previous one so clearly I must 
refuse to answer it for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am wondering if you at any time did read hear- 
ings conducted by the Committee on Un-American Activities, par- 
ticularly in the field of entertainment, with special reference to com- 
munism in the moving picture industry ? 

Dr. Davis. It seems possible to me that this question again is one 
concerning what I have read and thought politically, but I will sa 
that I have taken pains to acquaint myself before testifying here wit 
my rights before the committee and to give careful consideration to 
what I believe my rights to be. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you acquaint yourself with the plan of the 
Communist Party and what the Communist Party did to stifle free- 
dom of thought and freedom of expression among the writers in the 
moving picture industry. 
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Dr. Davis. It seems to me that there is a great deal of opinion im- 
plied in that question, and I certainly am not going to answer it for 
that reason, as I explained previously. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you read the testimony of Budd Schulberg? 

Dr. Davis. I suppose that is a question that I should answer, yes 
No, I did not read the testimony of Budd Schulberg. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. You did not take the pains to inquire from the work 
of the Committee on Un-American Activities the extent of thought 
control exercised by Communist Party over its own members, did 
you ¢ 

Dr. Davis. I have taken pains to inform myself on all important 
political issues. I will not discuss with the committee what conclusions 
I reached or what methods I used to inform myself. 

Mr. ‘lavenner. Did you inform yourself from Communist Party 
sources instead of from sworn testimony before the Committee on 
Un-American Activities ¢ 

Dr. Davis. In other words, have I read material issued by Com- 
munist sources. I refuse to answer that on the same basis as previ- 
ously. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn't it a fact that this document which you alleg- 
edly composed and disseminated was intended as a defense of the 
Communist Party. 

Dr. Davis. That question also exceeds your congressional authority, 
and I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Criarpy. Witness, we have had a number of very prominent 
people before us. A week before last and last week in Detroit we had 
someone in particular, I remember, who became disillusioned with the 
Communist Party, when that witness discovered that in the field of 
science in which this person was employed, the Communist Party was 
attempting to lay down by governmental decree what the scientists 
should think. Now that has been shown to be the Communist Party 
line in every field, including that of education. Is it not in your 
mind that you should assist your Government in every way you can 
in bringing out any knowledge that you may have about that opera- 
tion and that method that the Communist Party uses in your own 
field ¢ 

Dr. Davis. Are you asking me whether— 

Mr. Cuiarpy. I am asking you, shouldn’t you cooperate with us and 
tell us if you have any know ledge about the Communist Party oper- 
ations, what you do know, because of the oppressive effect of the 
directives of that party on the very thing you are pretending to 
defend, that is, freedom of thought and freedom of speech. 

Dr. Davis. As I have expl: Lined to you before, my responses here 
today are dictated by my desire to defend the freedom of political 
choice, the freedom of decision, and I might add also my desire to 
defend the freedom of choice in any field of thought. As a teacher, 
of course, I am not in favor of the accepting by teachers of directives 
which they are unable to challenge, either from the Communists or 
from this committee or from anyone else. 

Mr. Tavenner. Don’t you know as a matter of fact that the Com- 
munists operate precisely contrary to what you state is the principle 
that you believe should prevail ? 

Dr. Davis. Mr. Clardy, again you are asking me a question of my 
political judgment on a political issue. 
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Mr. Cuarpy. Yes; and you asa good American citizen ought to have 
informed yourself since vou have been educated I: irgely at the expense 
of the taxpayers of this country—you should be happy to tell us 
that you do know and understand that the Communists do plot the 
destruction of the very thing that you are seeking to defend. Your 
unwillingness leaves a very bad impression on me, I must tell you. 

Dr. Davis. I am happy to tell you that I have an opinion 

Mr. CLarpy. What is it? 

Dr. Davis. On this and many other political questions, but have 
explained to you long ago that I am not going to state my opinions 
before this committee for reasons which I made clear. 

Mr. Crarpy. You have made them clear. That means you are not 
going r to cooperate with your Government in the effort to st: unp out 
the most hateful conspir icy that would destroy us that we have met 
face to face. I can’t understand your attitude, doctor. I think you 
are doing yourself, your Congress, and your country one of the great- 
est disservices possible, and I want to e xplain one thing: There are 
some nonlawyers who honestly believe that it is possible for a witness 
to incriminate himself by telling the truth before this committee 
when he has not in fact been guilty of some crime. That is not the 
law. I don’t care who says it, and you cannot in any way endanger 
your freedom or your security ; you cannot subject yourself to a prose- 
cution, if you te I] the truth, unless somewhere in the background there 
has been some action or some connection on your part with something 
other than membership in the Communist Party. I am a little sick 
and tired of people prating to the American public that if a witness 
answers a single question here he endangers his security, that he may 
go to jail; that is an unmitigated falsehood. It has never been true, 
and no witness that has appeared before us and has testified truth- 
fully has ever gone to jail or ever will go to jail. If you lie or if you 
have been engaged in something of a criminal nature, you do endanger 
yourself, bak 1 am sick and tired of the bleeding hearts who would 
have it appear—and it isn’t true—that appearing before the Congress 
of the United States and telling the truth will in some way or other 
endanger you. Itisa false statement. 

Dr. Davis. I deny that I am refusing to cooperate with Govern- 
ment. I am cooperating with Government to the best of my ability 
as a citizen in attempting to restrain Government officers who I be- 
lieve are exceeding the authority of their office. 

Mr. Crarpy. Even when we are trying to destroy a conspiracy 
against us, you still adhere to that viewpoint. 

Dr. Davis. I say that you are exceeding the authority of your 
office. ‘ ‘ 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you expect us to believe that you really believe 
that ? 

Dr. Davis. I don’t see the pertinency of inquiring into my opinion 
of your motives. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Davis, have you ever held a cominission in the 
United States Naval Reserve ? 

Dr. Davis. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. During what period of time did you hold such a 
commission ? 
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Dr. Davis. I was commissioned in either June or July of 1945, and 
I can’t remember when I ceased to be an officer in the Naval Reserve. 
I was separated from active service in July 1946, but I am not sure 

Mr. Scuerer. You don’t hesitate to tell us about that association, 
do you? 

Dr. Davis. This concerns governmental operations which clearly 
are within the scope of the committee ; es 

Mr. Scuerer. That’s different; yes. Go ahead, counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever applied for United States passport ? 

Dr. Davis. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it granted you ? 

Dr. Davis. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you travel abroad—or did you travel 
abroad under it ? 

Dr. Davis. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that ? 

Dr. Davis. That was from, I believe, June of 1952 until September 
of 1952 

Mr. Tavenner. In what countries did you travel ? 

Dr. Davis. Primarily in France. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what other countries did you travel ? 

Dr. Davis. Switzerland for 1 day, Monaco for 1 day, and Ireland 
and Canada as stops on the plane coming back. 

Mr. ‘TaveNNeER. A passport has a life of 2 years. Do you still hold 
it? 

Dr. Davis. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why? 

Dr. Davis. The passport was claimed by a representative of the 
Department of State in November of 1952. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You mean it was revoked by the Department of State. 

Dr. Davis. It may have been revoked ; I am not certain. 

Mr. Scuerer. You know it was revoked. Why do you say “It may 
have been revoked” ? 

Dr. Davis. I am the authority on what I know, Mr. Scherer. I 
don’t know whether it was revoked. 

Mr. Scuerer. Not a very good authority. 

Dr. Davis. I know it was reclaimed by the Department of State 
and it is not in my possession now. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Weren't you advised in writing by the Department of 
State that it was being revoked ? 

Dr. Davis. I was not advised of anything in advance of its being 
claimed. It was picked up by a representative of the Department of 
State. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were you advised afterward ¢ 

Dr. Davis. Yes, in response to inquiry the State Department told 
me the reasons for its being claimed. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It was not returned to you at any rate? 

Dr. Davis. That is right. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are using the word “claimed” instead of 
“revoked.” 

Dr. Davis. I don’t know the technicalities, Mr. Scherer; I don’t 
know. 

Mr. Scuerer. With your Ph. D. you don’t know the difference. 
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Dr. Davis. Between what and what? 

Mr. Scurrer. The State Department claiming your passport or re- 
voking your passport. 

Dr. Davis. I don’t think anybody has revoked my Ph. D. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, maybe they haven't. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you requested to surrender your passport? 

Dr. Davis. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. For what reason ? 

Dr. Davis. As I say, the man to whom I surrendered it did not state 
the reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. What reason was given to you? 

Dr. Davis. In response to inquiry the State Department informed 
me that the passport had been revoked because of a 

Mr. Scuerer. You say the State Department informed you that it 
had been revoked. You just used those words. 

Dr. Davis. As I said, I don’t know what word is technically correct. 

Mr. Scurrer. You just said it. 

Dr. Davis. I am not certain whether the word “revoked” is techni- 
cally correct or not, Iam sorry. 

Mr. Crarpy. Proceed to finish your answers of the question. 

Dr. Davis. The Passport Division of the State Department in- 
formed me that my passport was being confiscated, at any rate, as a 
result of information from an unnamed informant to the effect that 
I was a Communist. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was that information that the State Department had 
correct ? 

Dr. Davis. That is the same question you asked before. I will refuse 
to answer it on the same basis. 

Mr. Crarpy. Now I want to ask you this, in view of what you have 
written in the past: Following that revocation did you attempt to go 
into the courts of this land and meet that accusation head on in any 
way? 

Dr. Davis. I took no further steps. 

Mr. Crarpy. Did you protest it in any fashion whatever? 

Dr. Davis. No, I did not. 

Mr. Criarpy. Did you make any public statement of any kind deny- 
ing the fact that you were a member of the Communist Party and that 
the revocation had been unjustified ? 

Dr. Davis. This concerns my public statements that I might have 
made and not governmental operations; therefore it is an improper 
question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer that last 
question. 

Mr. Crarpy. I so direct, witness. 

Dr. Davis. I refuse to answer on the grounds that this question is 
an improper one because of the restrictions on congressional authority 
of the first amendment. . 

Mr. Crarpy. Then if any wrong was done you by your Government, 
you did absolutely nothing to right that wrong, did you? 

Dr. Davis. I took no further steps to recover my passport. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just answer my question. You took no steps what 
ever to right the wrong, if it was a wrong, did you? 

Dr. Davis. I thought I had answered it. ; 

Mr. Crarpy. You haven't yet. 
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Mr. Movuxper. Let me ask a question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Have you answered yet? Are you refusing to answer ? 

Dr. Davis. If you are asking whether I took steps through govern- 
mental channels to recover my passport, the answer is “No.” Lf you 
are asking whether I took steps through political action to convince 
my fellow citizens that such actions as the revocation of my passport 
should be avoided by the Government, the answer is that this is a 
question concerning my political activ ities, and I must refuse to answer 
for the same reasons I gave before. 

Mr. Crarpy. You appreciate the fact that there was a good legal 
remedy available to you if the truth was on your side, didn’t you ? 

Dr. Davis. There was a remedy available to me. I was informed of 
the possibility of appealing through the Department of State. 

Mr. Crarpy. That is right, and then if necessary, taking it on beyond 
even into the courts which you, as I understand it, deliberately and 
without pressure, chose to remain silent. 

Dr. Davis. That is correct. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Despite the fact that you must have known that the 
grounds upon which the passport was called in was bound to be known 
by a number of people. Now, my question is, why didn’t you do some- 
thing if you were not a member of the Communist Party? 

Dr. Davts. I would like to say in the first place that this concerns my 
motive in making a decision definitely of a political nature, and there- 
fore it is an improper question. I point out also the fact which you 
didn’t mention, that the appeal procedure would have involved sub- 
jecting myself to the same sort of political inquiry that you are con- 
ducting here today. 

Mr. Cuarpy. In other words, you don’t like the courts, either? Is 
that what you mean ? 

Dr. Davis. Would you read my answer again, please ? 

Mr. Criarpy. I heard your answer. Don’t read it. Is that what you 
mean, you do not like the courts, either, and are by that answer attack- 
ing the justice of the United States as we find it in our courts? 

Dr. Davis. No, that is not what I mean. 

Mr. Crarpy. Then what do you mean ¢ 

Dr. Davis. What I mean is that I refuse to answer on the basis that 
the question is an improper one because of the first amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. You are and were willing to suffer under the indict- 
ment of being called a Communist, even though that is not a criminal 
offense as yet—my bill hasn’t been approved. You were willing to 
suffer under that without doing anything. 

Dr. Davis. The question of whether I suffered is again a question 
which I will not answer. 

Mr. Crarpy. You mean by that you did not suffer because of that 
charge? 

Dr. Davis. I mean that I will not answer as to whether or not I 
suffered. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, I take it for granted the suffering wasn’t very 
great. It doesn’t show at the moment. Will you proceed, Mr. 
Tavenner ? 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Crarpy. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. Movtper. The witness’ statement about the restrictions were 
placed upon the Committee on Un-American Activities, on what law 
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do you base your statement that there are restrictions upon this com- 
mittee ? 

Dr. Davis. On the basis that the first amendment prohibits Con- 
gress from passing legislation adversely affecting freedom of speech, 
freedom of assembly, and other freedoms of the citizens, and on the 
basis that the powers of Congress to investigate can’t possibly involve 
its impairing any rights that it is denied the power to impair by legis- 
lation. 

Mr. Criarpy. We can’t, in other words, do anything to discover 
whether there is a Communist conspiracy seeking to destroy us. 

Dr. Davis. My understanding would be—my underst: anding of the 
Constitution would be that you had the right to seek information on 
all subjects, but not if this involved interfering with freedom of 
speech, freedom of assembly, and other rights protected by the Bill 
of Rights. 

Mr. Moutper. I want to refer to the pamphlet which our counsel, 
Mr. Tavenner, mentioned a few moments ago and read one paragraph 
from it as follows: 

The record of the committee’s activities in the past few years indicates that 
its character has changed in no essential way. Throughout its history the com- 
mittee has never concerned itself with acts of force and violence designed to 
overthrow the Government of the United States. It has not questioned people 
about concealing arms or about organizing groups to commit violent acts against 
minorities. It has never fulfilled its most basic duty, that is, it has never oper- 
ated predominantly as a bona fide factfinding body to legislative ends. 

Now, I want to ask you in this introductory question, would you 
answer any questions that you have knowledge of concerning any 
acts or org: \nization planning acts of force and violence designed to 
overthrow the Government of the United States? 

Dr. Davis. I would answer any question whatever which I was con- 
vinced was a proper one and of which I was convinced I was 

Mr. Moutprer. I wish to say, however, of course it isn’t a violation 
of the law for anyone who sees fit to criticize this committee, to criti- 
cize it as muchas they want to. 

Dr. Davis. Thank you. 

Mr. Moutprr. And there may be differences in opinions about that. 
I now ask you then, do you believe in or are you a member of any 
organization which proposes the overthrow of the Government of the 
United States by force and violence? 

Dr. Davis. As I explained before, I believe that violence is not 
an effective means of achieving political change, and therefore, of 
course, [ donot knowingly belong to any such organization. 

Mr. Mourper. Do you have any knowledge of any organization 
which proposes todoth: e' 6 

a Davis. I think that this is a question of political evaluation 
again. It seems to me that that also is a question which I should 
not answer. 

Mr. M utpER. Mr. Chairman, I regret to say that at this time I 
have to leave because of important official engagement, appointments 
which I have in Washington, and I regret very much that it is nec- 
essary for me to go, and I wish to compliment you and the work of 
the committee that is ales done here and also the counsel and inves- 
tigator and say that I am very sorry I can’t continue with you. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. The Chair, of course, was advised by you prior to this 
moment of that fact. I am sorry to see you go, and I hope you can 
re 0 us before we have completed the week in Mie thigan. 

-roceed. 
(Representative Morgan M. Moulder left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Davis, did you at any time during 1952 or 
1953 solicit membership in the Communist Party of any faculty 
member or student of the University of Michigan ? 

Dr. Davis. That is an improper question for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. I suggest the witness be directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I so direct. 

Dr. Davis. I refuse to answer on the basis that this question is an 
improper one because of the first amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Davis. L refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Dr. Davis. The same answer, the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Any further questions, Mr. Scherer / 

Mr. Scherer. When you say “Same answer, same reason,” you are 
not invoking the fifth amendment / 

Dr. Davis. Iam not invoking the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness dismissed. Call your next witness, Mr. 
Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Clement Lawrence Markert. Will you come 
forward, please , SIP. 

Mr. Cruarpy. Hold up your right hand. Do you solemnly swear 
that the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and noha hie the truth, so help you God ? 

Dr. Markerr. I do. 

Mr. Crarpy. You may be seated. I see you are accompanied by 
counsel whose face is familiar. 

Mr. Dosson. John S. Dobson, 901 First National Building, Ann 
Arbor, Mich. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. You may both be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF CLEMENT LAWRENCE MARKERT, ACCOMPANIED 
BY COUNSEL, JOHN S. DOBSON 


Dr. Markxert. Mr. Chairman, I object to the TV camera because 
they tend to convey the impression this is a political show instead of a 
serious congressional investigation. 

Mr. Crarpy. The boys operating the TV cameras will be advised to 
concentrate on us and others who do not object, but keep it off the wit 
ness. Are you ready, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. Will you state your full name, please? 

Dr. Marxerr. Clement Lawrence Markert. 

Mr. TavenNer. Spell your last name, please / 

Dr. Markert. M-a-r-k-e-r-t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your age, residence, and occupation ? 
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Dr. Marxert. I am 37 years old. I live in Saline, Mich., and my 
occupation is that of a biologist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you born, Doctor? 

Dr. Marxert. In Las Animas, Colo. 

Mr. Crarpy. You didn’t so state, but you are employed at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, as I understand it. 

Dr. Marxerr. That is correct 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has been ? 

Dr. Marxerr. Yes. I received a bachelor’s degree from the Uni- 
versity of Colorado, a master of arts degree- 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the date, please ? 

Dr. Markerr. 1940. A master’s of arts degree from the University 
of California at Los Angeles in 1942, doctor of philosophy degree 
from Johns Hopkins University in 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you enter Johns Hopkins University ? 

Dr. Marxerr. In 1945, in September. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become acquainted at Johns Hopkins with 
the witness, Dr. Mark Nickerson, who was on the stand this morning. 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Markert. No, I did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us again when you entered Hopkins? 

Dr. Marxerr. In September of 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your em- 
ployment record has been; that is, where you have been employed and 
the nature of your work ? 

Dr. Marxert. How far back do you wish this record to extend ? 

Mr. aaa Well, let us go back to 1942 when you completed 
your work at—— 

Dr. Marxert. At the University of California. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that date, please ? 

Dr. Marxerr. That was in 1942 that I completed my work there. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think you should begin at the time you began your 
training at that school, which I believe was in 1940? 

Dr. Marxerr. That is right. I worked for a short while, while I 
was going to school there, at an aircraft plant. I can’t honestly recall 
just what the date of that employment was. It was quite short and 
included largely time during the summer. 

Mr. Tavenner. What plant was it ? 

Dr. Marxert. That was the Lockheed Aircraft plant. 

Mr. TavenneER. What was the nature of your work? 

Dr. Marxert. It was unskilled work in the nature of counting bolts 
or nuts. 

Mr. Tavenner. You did not deal with classified information ? 

Dr. Markert. Oh no. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, sir. What was your next employment? 

Dr. Marxert. The next that I can recall was employment in the 
shipyards after I had left UCLA. 

Mr. Tavenner. What shipyard ? 

Dr. Marxert. That was the—I am not sure I recall the name 
exactly, but the Consolidated Ship Building and Steel Co., something 
of this nature, located in Wilmington. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you employed there? 
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Dr. Marxert. That again is a little difficult to recall exactly, but I 
think it was a little more than a year. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what year was that? 

Dr. Marxert. The conclusion of the training I think—conclusion 
of the employment, I believe, was the first part of 1944. 

Mr. 'TavennerR. What was the next, please, sir? 

Dr. Marxert. I left the shipyards and entered the merchant marine, 
and—— 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in the merchant marine? 

Dr. Markert. In the merchant marine until the end of the war, 
until—it must have been in August or the very first part of September 
1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were your duties while in the merchant 
marine ? 

Dr. Markert. I had two different jobs in the merchant marine. 
The first one was that of a wiper which is an unskilled employee in 
the engineroom. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What was the next job? 

Dr. Marxert. The next one was that of a radio operator. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Radio operator ? 

Mr. Markert. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
the time you were a radio operator in the merchant marine during 
the war period? 

Dr. Marxert. I must decline to answer that question because it 
constitutes an invasion of my associations, and Congress is forbidden 
by the first amendment of the Constitution to inquire into my political 
beliefs or associations. 

Mr. Criarpy. Do I understand you are invoking the first amend- 
ment ¢ 

Dr. Marxkerr. That is the one I just invoked. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I wondered if you meant deliberately to avoid invok- 
ing the fifth amendment. 

Dr. Marxert. No. I think that the first amendment is completely 
applicable and should be a sufficient reason. If the committee, how- 
ever, refuses to recognize my rights to refuse to answer on the grounds 
of the first amendment, then I will be obliged to invoke the guaranties 
of the fifth amendment which protects me from having to be a witness 
against myself. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, are you actually invoking it now? 

Dr. Marxert. If you refuse to accept my refusal on the grounds 
of the first amendment, I will have no choice. 

Mr. Cuarpy. The responsibility is entirely upon you to decide what 
to do, and I am leaving it in your hands as to what you want to do. 
I am again putting it to you—— 

Dr. Marxerr. It is my understanding that you could accept my 
refusal on the grounds of the first amendment, and that would be 
the end of it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We are not announcing any acceptance or rejection. 
We stated at the beginning what our general attitude is. The risk 
and responsibility must, of course, be yours because we are not even 
going to invade freedom of thought to the extent of telling you what 
objections you must raise. That has to be your decision atone. 

Dr. Marxert. I invoke both the first and the fifth amendments. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Had you been abroad prior to your entering the 
service in the merchant marine? 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Markert. I have to decline to answer that question on the 
grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. I must direct you to answer that. That question has 
to do with no association or anything else, merely whether you have 
been abroad. On that basis I would be in trouble. I have been abroad 
myself. Now, I don’t think merely going abroad can in anyway 
unless there is something else connected with it that you haven't dis- 
closed—in any way incriminate you. 

Dr. Markert. I cannot accept your interpretation and must never- 
theless continue to refuse to answer. 

Mr. Ciarpy. On what grounds are you refusing ? 

Dr. Marxert. On the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Criarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you apply for a passport in November 1938? 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Marxerr. I decline to answer that question, also on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment, which protects me from having to be a witness 
against myself. 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Mr. Scuerer. May I ask a question ¢ 

Mr. Ciarpy. You may. 

Mr. Scurrer. How long were you in the merchant marine, doctor ? 

Dr. Marxert. I don’t recall the exact date at which I entered, but 
it was, I believe, in the summer of 1944. 

Mr. Scnerer. How long did you remain in the— 

Dr. Marxerr. Until the late summer of 1945, at the conclusion of 
the war. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you go while you were in the merchant 
marine ¢ 

Dr. Marxert. We operated exclusively in the Pacific, carrying 
cargoes out to the Aleutian Islands and also down to Australia, India, 
and the Philippines. 

Mr. Scuerer. When you made application for a position with the 
merchant marine were you asked whether or not you were a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Markerr. I don’t recall any such question. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, if you had been asked, what would have been 
your answer at that time ? 

\t this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Marxerr. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
that I am not required to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Crarpy. Of course, witness, I h a to bri ing you back to earth 
again. It probably won't Saal any good, but at least I can’t be counted 
out merely ae ause I tried. The fifth amendment speaks of incrim- 
ination, speaks of something in a criminal proceeding. Now, it doesn’t 
necessarily mean that it has to be a t the very time you are making 
the statement that the criminal peodeedisin 7 going on. There may 
have been a chain of events that lead to it, but I want to point out 
again that that question last asked you, in my opinion, under no stretch 
of the imagination could lead up to a criminal prosecution of any 
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kind. Membership in the party, unfortunately, is not criminal, never 
has been. 

Mr. Screrer. Well, even if he had lied at the time and it would 
have been perjury at that time, the statute of limitations has run 
against perjury, so there couldn’t be any possible incrimination. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is right—it hasn’t anything to do with at the 
moment. It has to do only with the period covered by the statutes and 
something that has no criminal connotation, 

You see, invoking that amendment is just naturally bound, because 
you use the word yourself “incriminate,” to 

Dr. Marxerr. Mr. Chairman, I must protest. I did not use the 
word “incriminate.” 

Mr. CLarpy. You used that word in one of your answers somewhere 
along the way. 

Dr. Marxerr. No; I have not used the word “incriminate” at all. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I think you have, but at any rate, even though you are 
not a lawyer, you must know that the word “incriminate” is the key 
word in that part of the fifth amendment, so you use it. 

Dr. Markertr. The word “incriminate” does not occur in the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, I won’t bandy words with you, but at any rate, 
you know that that is the essence of the thing. Now, if you don’t 
know that 

Dr. Marxert. As I understand the fifth amendment, it says a person 
may not be called to be a witness against himself. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Criminal, in a criminal proceeding. 

Dr. Marxert. That is right, in the course of interpretive proceed- 
ings of this nature 

Mr. Ciarpy. That means you shall not be compelled to incriminate 
yourself. Let us not fence with the English language. You know 
what it means and that it is only invoked by people who are, in my 
liumble opinion, apprehensive that they will - so. You leave that 
Impression every time you raise it, and I don’t care how many people 
argue to the contrary. I don’t know of any innocent man that has 
ever appeared before this committee and invoked the fifth amend- 
ment on which we did not have evidence that he was a member of the 
Communist Party before we asked a question, and that, sir, applies 
to you as it does to — other one, and yet that would not incriminate 
you in any way, shape, or form, because it is still not a criminal offense 
to be a member of that nate, I am giving you a lecture on it because 
my patience is getting somewhat thin of hearing that raised and then 
hearing people go forth and prate about free speech, as the previous 
witness did, about an invasion of their right of — icy and all that 
sort of thing, as though they had something t » hide. Now, if you 
have nothing to hide, you ought to tell us. 

Dr. Markerr. Well, the fifth amendment is to protect the inno- 
cent 

Mr. Ciarpy. This is your opportunity. 

Dr. Marxerr. The fifth amendment is to protect the innocent as 
well as the guilty, and it might lead to unjust prosecution, and it is 
on that basis that I invoke it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I desire to hand you a photostatic copy of a pass- 
port application bearing date, January 24, 1938, on the second page 
of which you will find a signature, Clement Lawrence Markert—— 

Mr. Crarpy. Let us get the correct pronounciation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Markert, is that the correct pronounciation ? 

Dr. Marxerr. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you examine this document and state 
whether or not that is your signature ¢ 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Marxerr. I must say that the signature resembles mine at any 
rate. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire the document to be introduced in evidence 
and ask that it be marked “Markert Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Ciarpy. It will be received. 

(Photostatic copy of a passport application of January 24, 1938, 
marked “Markert Exhibit No. 1” was received in evidence.) ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you look at the top of the second page of the 
document and read the names of the countries to which the applicant 
desired to travel ¢ 

Dr. Markerr. I see here the statement that the countries of Eng- 
land, France, and Germany are listed. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you now a second document, photostatic 
copy of a second document, entitled “Affidavit, sworn and subscribed 
to on the 14th day of January 1938,” upon which there is a signature 
Clement Lawrence Markert, and I will ask you if you will identify it 
as your signature. I notice that you are reading the document. If you 
will just look at the signature and identify it as yours or not yours, I 
will later give you an opportunity to read the document. 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Markxerr. Well, I must say that the signature bears a resem- 
blance to mine. 

Mr. Tavenner. There is no doubt 

Mr. Criarpy. Mr. Tavenner, wait a minute. Witness, don’t you 
actually recognize it as being a photostat of the original which you 
really signed ? 

Dr. Marxert. No, I decline positively to identify it. 

Mr. Crarpy. Is there any doubt in your mind that that is a photo- 
stat of the original that you have signed ? 

Dr. Marxert. Well, not being a handwriting expert, there would 
always have to be doubt in my mind. 

Mr. Crarpy. You recognized it as looking like yours? 

Dr. Marxert. That is true. 

Mr. Crarpy. Actually aren’t you willing to admit that it is your 
handwriting? 

Dr. Marxert. No. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are not willing to do that? 

Dr. Marxert. No. 

Mr. Screrer. Let me ask, did you ever make an application for a 
passport at or about the time indicated on that passport ? 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Mr. Crarpy. Will you amend your question and make it read at the 
precise date thereon ? 
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Mr. Scuerer. I will give him the benefit of the doubt. 

Dr. Marxerr. On advice of counsel I acknow ledge making such 
application about that time. 

Mr. Scuerer. You what é 

Dr. Marxert. On advice of counsel I acknowledge making an ap- 
plication for passport at about this time. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is that the application that you made? 

Dr. Marxert. That I cannot positively identify. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, it covers all of the details that you gave to the 
Department of State when you sought to obtain the passport or on 
about that time, doesn’t it ? 

Dr. Marxerr. In all honesty I have no precise recollection of the 
information contained in my application. You must recall that this 
was a good many years ago. 

Mr. Screrer. But your name at that time was Clement Lawrence 
Markert; was it not ? 

Dr. Marxert. As it is today. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let me have the applications a minute, will you, Mr. 
Appell? Both of them. 

Mr. Crarpy. Again I want to ask, are we pronouncing that 
correctly ¢ 

Dr. Marxert. Markert. 

Mr. Crarpy. That is what I thought. 

Mr. Scierer. There is a picture on this passport, witness, and I 
ask whether or not that is your picture / 

Dr. Markert. I would say it is an exceedingly poor likeness. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is it or isn’t it ? 

Dr. Markert. I can’t identify it as such. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, does it resemble you? 

Dr. Marxert. That would be a matter of one’s imagination, I am 
afraid. 

Mr. CLarpy. Well, I had some passport pictures taken, too. I un- 
derstand. 

Mr. Scuerer. How tall are you? 

Dr. Marxerr. I am 5 foot 10 inches. I think that is without my 
shoes. i 

Mr. Crarpy. With your shoes, 5, 11 as shown here ? 

Dr. Marxert. With my shoes it probably would be another inch 
or so. 

Mr. Scuerer. Your hair is brown, right? 

Dr. Markerrt. Yes, slightly gray now. 

Mr. Ciarpy. At least it was, wasn’t it ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Your eyes are brown ? 

Dr. Marxert. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. You have no distinguishing marks or features, do 
you, such as scars or otherwise ? 

Dr. Marxert. None that I would recognize. 

Mr. Scuerer. And your place of birth was Las Animas, Colo., is 
that right? 

Dr. Markert. That is correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. You were born on April 11, 1917? 

Dr. Markert. That is correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. And your occupation on the date of this passport, 
January 24, 1938, was that of a student ? 
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Dr. Markert. At that date I would have been a student. 

Mr. Scuerer. And at that date you lived at number 8814 Bay Park- 
way—where did you live at that date? This looks like Brooklyn, N. Y. 
onhere. Did you ever live at address 8814 Bay Parkway 4 

Dr. Markerr. I have no recollection of ever living at such an ad- 
dress. 

Mr. Scuerer. Where did you live on January 24, 1938 ? 

Dr. Marxert. I was living in Boulder, Colo., I believe. 

Mr. Scurrer. The investigator knows more about these passports 
than I do. Isn’t it a fact that you asked that the passport be sent to 
8814 Bay Parkway, Brooklyn, N. Y.? 

Dr. Marxert. I have no recollection of any such request. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you never know anybody who lived at that 


aca? / 
Lares 


Dr. Marxerr. I have no recollection of anyone living at that ad- 
dress. 

Mr. Scuerer. You wouldn’t say that you didn’t know at one time, 
at least, the person that lived at that address / 

Dr. Marxerr. It is very difficult to say positively that one did know 
some particular thing, but I can honestly say that I have no particular 
recollection of that address or of anyone living there. 

Mr. Crarpy. It could be the fact, but you just do not recall. 

Dr. Markxert. Yes, I do not recall. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You did not have your passport mailed to your Colo- 
rado address, at any rate; you received it after you came east. 

Dr. Marxert. I did not receive any passport. 

Mr. Crarpy. You didn’t get one ? 

Dr. Marxert. I did not receive a passport. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I see. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, at that date that we are talking about, you did 
live at 1947 East Fifth Street, Pueblo, Colo. ; did you not ? 

Dr. Marxert. That was the home of my parents. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, where were you living at that time ? 

Dr. Markert. In Boulder, Colo., where the university is. 

Mr. Scurrer. So you considered that to be your residence address 
at that time, did you not, your legal residence ? 

Dr. Marxerr. Yes, one usually makes a distinction between their 
school address and home address. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is right, and you distinguished, did you not, 
at that time ? 

Dr. Markerr. In 1937 

Mr. Scurrer. That was your legal residence at that time ? 

Dr. Marxert. I would have so regarded it, ves. 

Mr. Scuerer. Your father’s name was Edwin John Markert; is 
that right ¢ 

Dr. Marxert. That is his name. 

Mr. Scuerer. And he was born in Whelan, Mo., on July 21, 1887? 

Dr. Marxert. I believe so. 

Mr. Scurrer. Is this your application for the passport ? 

Dr. Markert. I cannot positively identify it as such. 

Mr. Scuerer. After reading all of that information you don’t know 
whether that is your application or not / 

Dr. Marxkert. No, I do not. 
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Mr. Scuerer. You don’t know whether that is a photostatie copy 
of your application or not ¢ 

Dr. Markert. I cannot be sure that that is the case. 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson. ) 

Mr. Scuerer. You are professor where ¢ 

Dr. Markert. I am a professor at the University of Michigan. 

Mr. Scuerer. Go ahead, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I desire to introduce in evidence the 
second paper which I tendered the witness, the affidavit bearing date 
of 14th day of January, 1938, allegedly signed by Clement Lawrence 
Markert, and ask that it be marked Markert exhibit No. 2. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It will be received. 

(The affidavit bearing date of January 14, 1938, marked Markert 
exhibit No. 2 was received in evidence. ) * 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Markert, I have presented to you this appli 
cation for passport to travel in the countries of England, France, and 
Germany. Do you know whether your mother and your father gave 
consent for you to travel in those countries and consent for you to 
obtain the passport ? 

Dr. Markerr. My recollection is that they did. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of fact, did not they refuse to consent ? 

Dr. Markert. No, my recollection is that they gave their consent 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Isn’t it true that the State Department ascertained 
that your real intention in going abroad was to go to Spain for the 
purpose of becoming a member of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade and 
that you were not intending, as stated in the application for a pass- 
port, merely to travel in England, France, and Germany ? 

Dr. Marxerr. I do not know what the State Department ascertained. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you not receive information that it was neces 
sary for you to file an affidavit on that subject, stating in fact that you 
did not intend to go to Spain, before they would issue you such a pass 
ort ¢ 

Dr. Markert. I have no recollection that that was a requirement. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Exhibit the affidavit to him, will you, Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman— 

Dr. Marxerr. I must call the committee’s attention to the fact t] 
this is a good many years ago, to recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. In order to refresh your recollection, will you read 
into the record the entire body of your affidavit of January 14, 1938? 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Marxert. I object to counsel stating that it is my affidavit, but I 
will read what is on—— 

Mr. Scurrer. Do you deny that it is a photostatic copy of you 
affidavit ? 

Dr. Marker. I have stated before that I cannot positively si 
identify it 

Mr. Crarpy. Read it, at any rate. 

Dr. Markerr. At the head it Says: 

Affidavit. Note: A severe penalty is provided in section 220 of Title 22 of the 
United States Code for making false statements in applications for passports or 
in affidavits filed in connection therewith. This affidavit is a part of the passport 
application of Clement Lawrence Markert, State of Colorado, County of Denver 
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I solemnly swear that I do not intend to use for traveling to or in Spain the pass- 
port for which I am now making application and of which this affidavit is a part; 
that should I change my present intention of not traveling to or in Spain, I shall 
not use the passport for that purpose until it has been amended to include Spain 


by the Department of State of Washington, D. C. or an American consular official 
abroad. 


Signed by—the signature here. 


Mr. Tavenner. What signature is that? 

Dr. Marxerr. Clement Lawrence Markert, subscribed and sworn to 
before me this 14th day of January 1938, Charles W. Bishop, clerk, 
United States District Court by Elsie Pelissier, deputy clerk, title of 
officer, and there is a word “seal” over here at the left. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you furnish to the State Department a state- 
ment in writing containing substantially that information ? 

Dr. Marxert. I have no honest recollection of having made such a 
statement. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let me ask a question. 

Since you have read that affidavit, doesn’t that refresh your recollec- 
tion in any way as to what happened at that time? 

Dr. Marxert. No, 1 am sorry to say that it does not. 

Mr. Scuerer. Are you telling the truth when you say it doesn’t even 
refresh your recollection ? 

Dr. Marxerr. I have sworn to tell the truth before the committee, 
and I shall do so to the best of my ability. I again call your atten- 
tion to the fact that this was—how many years ago now—15, 17 years 


ago, and that to recall the specific details of passport application that 
long ago would be quite difficult. 


Mr. Scuerer. Did you make an application for a passport ? 

Dr. Markert. I have already acknowledged making an applica- 
tion for a passport about that time, but the specific form of it and 
the specific statements made I in all honesty do not have any specific 
recollection. 

Mr. Scuerer. Are the statements contained in the application for 
passport and in the affidavit true ? 

Dr. Marxert. The facts that you read off to me before I acknowl- 
edge to be true, if this is what you mean. 

Mr. Scuerer. Are the statements contained in that affidavit true? 

Dr. Marxert. That question seems to me to be slightly meaningless. 
I don’t know what statements you mean here to be true. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, I have asked meaningless statements before. 
You swore to that affidavit or whoever signed it swore to it. 

Dr. Marxert. I have said I have no recollection of doing this. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, you have no recollection of doing it, but now 
seeing the contents of that affidavit, will you say what is stated in that 
affidavit is true or false? 

Mr. Marxerr. Again I must confess I am slightly perplexed, I 
don’t know how I can answer if the statement is true or false since 
I am not sure that this has any bearing to me whatever. 

Mr. Screrer. You mean you don’ t know whether it has any bearing 
on your intentions of traveling in Spain at that time ? 

Dr. Marxert. I have no recollection of making any such affidavit as 
this. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you go to Spain? 

Dr. Marxerr. I have to decline to answer that question on the 
grounds of the fifth amendment. 


3 
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Mr. Crarpy. Don’t the events of that time, important as they must 
have been in your life, bring back to memory at least something about 
that affidavit ¢ 

Dr. Markert. No, I must state that they do not. 

Mr. Criarpy. Wasn’t that one of the outstanding events in your 
young life, because you still are young, at least compared to me— 
doe ‘sn’t that stand out in your mind in such a w ay that everything 
connected with it is almost as clear as it was at the time that it hap- 
pened ¢ 
Dr. Markert. I am not sure as to what you are referring to. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Going back to the question that I was asking you, 
yu have stated now that this document, the affidavit, bearing your 
ignature, does not refresh your recollection ¢ 

Dr. Marwerr. I object, Mr. Counsel, that I have not acknowledged 
that this document bears my signature. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have merely acknowledged that it is similar 
to your signature? 

Dr. Marxert. That is correct. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I think you went beyond that. You said it looks like 
your signature, didn’t you ? 

Dr. Marxert. I say it bears a resemblance to my signature. Wheth- 
er it says—— 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Pretty close resemblance, doesn’t it? 

Dr. Marxert. Yes; it would fool me. 

Mr. Ciarpy. If you saw it on one of your checks, you wouldn’t 
quarrel with the bank about the authenticity of the check, would you? 

Dr. Marxerr. That would be hard to say. It would depend on what 
the other things on the check said. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, if it were for a small amount. 

Dr. Marxert. Very small amount, I probably would pass it up. 

Mr. Crarpy. Proceed, Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Nevertheless, no passport was issued by the State 
Department, was it ? 

Dr. Marxert. That is correct. I did not receive a passport as a 
consequence of my application. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wasn’t that because the State Department was con- 
vinced that you intended to go to Spain for the purpose of becoming 
a member of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade? 

Dr. Marxerr. I do not know what the convictions of the State 
Department were. 

Mr. TAVENNER. You were never informed ? 

Dr. Marxert. I have no recollection of ever being informed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you ever advised as to the reason why the 
passport was denied ? 

Dr. Markerr. I don’t recall ever receiving any such information. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you went to Spain without a passport, didn’t 
you? 

Dr. Marxert. Again I have to decline to answer that question on 
the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you obtain a passport under an assumed name? 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. MarKert. No, I did not. 


J 
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Mr. Crarpy. May I interrupt. Your memory is clear about whether 
you did or did not go to Spain, though, isn’t it ? 

Dr. Marxert. That is the question that I am refusing to answer on 
the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are refusing to answer whether you went, but I 
say you are not refusing to answer on the ground that you do not 
remember. 

Dr. Marxert. No; I am not refusing on the ground of recollection. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. That is precisely what I had in mind when I told you 
about the importance in your life of the event that was connected with 
that affidavit. 

Dr. Marxert. You mean there was a country of Spain or—— 

Mr. Crarpy. That there was a country in which you fought on the 
side supported by the Communists. My prior question was addressed 
to whether or not that didn’t refresh your memory a great deal when 
you saw the affidavit, but that is not a question. Proceed, Mr. 
Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not true that you illegally left the United 
States and went to Spain ? 

Dr. Marxkert. I must refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you obtain a visa for entrance into Spain? 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson. ) 

Dr. Markerrt. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment, which makes it unnecessary for me to be a wit 
ness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. After the close of the Spanish war and you desired 
to return to the United States, did you have any difficulty getting out 
of Spain? 

Dr. Marxerr. I must also decline to answer that question on the 
grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a third document entitled “Certificate 
of Identity and Registration,” bearing date of November 25, 1938, 
signed in Barcelona, Spain, and before a member of the consulate, 
before Lee Werley, vice consul of the United States of America. 
I ask you to examine that photostatic copy and state whether or not 
it is an identification of you before a United States Government officer 
in Barcelona, Spain ? 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Markert. I must also decline to answer this question on the 
ground of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Markert Exhibit No. 3.” 

Mr. Crarpy. It will be received. 

(Photostatie capy of document entitled “Certificate of Identity and 
Registration.” dated November 25, 1938, marked “Markert Exhibit 
No. 3.” was received in evidence. )? 

Mr. Scurerer. Does that one have a picture on it, too? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes,sir. Itisanegative. 

Do you recognize your photograph ? 

Dr. Marxert. I do not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you look at it before you answer the question ? 
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Dr. Marxert. I looked at it when I was here, and I must say, if 
this purports to be a photograph of me, it was extremely poor pho- 
tography. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It doen’t do you justice, anyway, but no photograph 
ona passport or anything of this kind ever does. 

Mr. Scuerer. Like your signature, does it bear any resemblance to 
vou! 

Dr. Marxerr. Scarcely. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Scarcely. 

Dr. Marxert. I would suggest you look and judge for yourself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Suppose you look at the signature on this document 
and state whether or not it is yours. 

Dr. Marxert. I must admit that it bears a resemblance to my 

Mr. Tavenner. Aren’t you satisfied that it is your signature / 

Dr. Markxerr. No; I could not positively so ide ntify it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wouldn’t you have to admit it in any important 
matter in the daily affairs of your life ¢ 

Dr. Marxerr. I cannot say. 

Mr. Tavenner. You cannot say. All right. I desire to read perti- 
nent parts of the document, Mr. Chairman: 





CERTIFICATE OF IDENTITY AND REGISTRATION 

This document is not a passport; it is valid only for direct return to the United 
States; American Consulate Service, Barcelona, Spain. This is to certify that 
Clement Lawrence Markert, whose signature is subscribed hereto, is currently 
egistered in this office as a citizen of the United States of America. 

Personal description, place of birth, Las Animas, Colo., United States of Amer- 
a; date of birth, April 11, 1917; oceupation, student; height, 5 feet 10 inches. 

Mr. Crarpy. That is with your shoes off, I take it. 

Dr. Markerr. That is with my shoes off. 

Mr. Tavenner. “Hair, light brown.” You do not undertake to 
infer, do you, Doctor, that a vice consul of the United States of 
\merica merely made this up regarding your identity, do you? 

Dr. Marxerr. I don’t care to make any inferences concerning the 
document. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You wouldn’t be accusing that officer of the Govern- 
ment of forging your signature or any other part of the document, 
would you? 

Dr. Markerr. I would not accuse anyone of forgery. 

Mr. Crarpy. Unless he were guilty. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were you recruited for service in the armed 
forces in the Spanish War? 

Dr. Markert. I decline to answer that question, invoking the guar- 
anties of the fifth amendment which protect me from having to bear 
witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who arranged for the payment of compensation to 
you for such services, if you received any? 

Dr. Marxert. Again I must refuse to answer that question for the 
sume reason previously stated. 

Mr. TavENNER. You returned to the United States in 1945 or 1946, 
did I understand? 

Dr. Marxert. In 1945, in August, I believe, the ship on which I 
was a radio officer docked at San Francisco. That was the end of my 
service in the merchant marine. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Yes, but when did you return from Spain? 
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Dr. Marxerr. I must decline to answer that question also on the 
grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you in Baltimore in 19464 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Markerr. I am sorry, I didn’t hear 

Mr. TavenNerR. Were you in the city of Baltimore in 1946? 

Dr. Marxerr. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. While there were you a member of what was known 
as the white-collar section of the Communist Party in Baltimore? 

Dr. Marxerr. I must decline to answer that question, first, on the 
grounds that it is improperly put since it concerns my political beliefs 
and associations under the first amendment, and since this committee 
refuses to recognize the validity of such a rejection, I must also invoke 
the protection “of the fifth amendment which stipulates that I need 
not bear witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you return to California in 1948 ? 

Dr. Marxerr. Yes. In 1948, after graduating from Johns Hopkins 
University 1 went as a fellow to the National Research Council of the 
California Institute of Technology to pursue postgraduate studies. 

Mr. Tavenner. While there did you become a member of the exe- 
cutive board of the Hollywood Chapter of the Arts, Sciences, and 
Professions? 

Dr. Marxerr. Again I must decline to answer that question on the 
grounds previously stated, namely those of the first amendment and 
also of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live when you were in California? 

Dr. Marxerr. You mean my home address? 

Mr. TaveNNER. Yes, 

Dr. Marxerr. Here you are pressing my memory fairly severely, 
on Millard Avenue in Pasadena. The house number I am not quite 
certain of. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you ever a resident of San Pedro, Calif.? 

Dr. Marxert. Yes, I lived in San Pedro during the time that I was 
working in the shipyards. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was in what year? 

Dr. Markxerr. That would have been in 1943 and the first part of 
1944, at least, perhaps a little earlier than that. I am not quite sure 
when I first began to work there. 

Mr. Tavenner. While living in San Pedro did you become a mem- 
ber of the executive board of the Communist Party of San Pedro? 

Dr. Marxerr. Well, again I must decline to answer this question 
on the grounds. previous sly stated, namely those of the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have told us that you attended the University 
of Colorado. 

Dr. Marxert. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that date? 

Dr. Mar KERT. 1 think that I enrolled in the University of Colorado 
first in 193! 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not true that you started out in the Communist 
Party by becoming a member of the Young Communist League while 
in attendance at the University of C olorado? 
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Dr. Marxert. Again I must decline to answer that question on the 
grounds previously stated ; namely, those of the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Were you not also a member of the Young Com- 
munist League at the time you made application for your passport 
in 1938 to go abroad ? 

Dr. Markert. I must decline to answer that question on the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been in your present employ- 
ment ? 

Dr. Markert. Since 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Marxert. Again I must decline to answer that question because 
it is an invasion of my political beliefs or associations, and such sub- 
jects are forbidden for Congress to investigate, and I also invoke the 
protections of the fifth amendment which make it unnecessary for 
me to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. | have asked you various questions about alleged 
Communist Party activities on your part as a member of the Lincoln 
ern in Spain, your membership in the Communist Party at San 
Pedro, Calif., at Colorado University, at Johns Hopkins University, 

and now I desire to ask you whether you have been a member of the 
C ommunist Party at any other time and place ? 

Dr. Markxerr. Again I must decline to answer the question on the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. TavenneR. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Why did you make application for a passport to travel 
abroad in 1951—— 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Mr. Scuerer (continuing). When you were living at Saline, Mich. ? 

Dr. Marxert. I wished to travel abroad for the purpose of visiting 
fellow scientists in other countries. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you made that application to travel abroad to visit fellow scientists ? 

Dr. Marxert. Again I must decline to answer on the grounds that 
that question invades the privilege as I have my political belief and 
association and also the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Why did you make application for passport in 1949? 
What was the purpose of making an application for passport at that 
time, when you were living in Pasadena ? 

Dr. Markerr. Again, for the purpose of traveling abroad to visit 
fellow scientists in other countries. 

Mr. Scurerer. What other countries ? 

Dr. Markerr. England, France, and other European countries. 

Mr. Scurrer. How about Russia ? 

Dr. Marxerr. I do not believe that in my application that I stated 
I was going to Russia, and I have no recollection of desiring to do so. 

Mr. Scuerer. Could that application have been the same as your 
original application when you didn’t mention the fact that you were 
going to Spain? 

Dr. Marxert. I do not quite understand the import of your ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, the original application for passport didn’t 
contain any reference to going to Spain, did it? 
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Dr. Markxerr. As I recollect, the document which you had me read, 
[ do not recall the name of Spain being on that document. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no further questions. 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness, you know, do you not, that the Communist 
Party’s chief and guiding principle is that the two systems cannot 
live together and that therefore it advocates the overthrow of this 
Government through the use of force and violence? My question is, 
Do you know that that is the principal tenet of the Communist Party ¢ 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Markerr. It seems to me that that question asks me to express 
an opinion on a political matter, and I therefore decline to answer on 
the grounds of the first amendment which testifies that there be no 
invasion of a person’s privacy and belief. 

Mr. Cuarpy. No; I was not asking for an opinion at all. I was 
asking a man who has exceptional education a question of fact. I 
am asking you, and was asking you, merely whether you did not 
know, as a matter of fact, that the Communist Party does advocate 
the overthrow of this Government through the use of force and vio- 
lence, and it is difficult for me to believe that a man of your educa- 
tional qualifications does not either know that to be true or know 
that it isn’t true, so I am seeking to know whether it is not a fact, to 
your knowledge. 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Marxerr. I must decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the first amendment and also the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. One final question. Have you ever belonged to any 
organization whose avowed purpose is to overthrow this Government 
through the use of force and violence ? 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Marxert. I have not knowingly belonged to any organization 
which advocated the overthrow of the Government by force and 
violence. 

Mr. Ciarpy. To come back to my original question, Do you not 
know that the Communist Party is so dedicated ? 

Dr. Marxert. Again I believe you are asking me for a question of 
political judgment, and I must decline to give such judgment on the 
grounds of the first amendment which protects me from any invasion 
of my privacy. 

Mr. Crarpy. If you are at present a member of the Communist 
Party, would it not be true that you do then, at this moment, adhere 
to an organization whose avowed purpose is our destruction through 
the use of force and violence ? 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Marxerr. Would you restate the question, please, Mr. Chair- 
man ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes; read it, Miss Reporter. 

(The question was read by the reporter as follows :) 





If you are at present a member of the Communist Party, would it not be true 
that you do then, at this moment, adhere to an organization whose avowed 
purpose is our destruction through the use of force and violence? 


_ Dr. Marxerr. Mr. Chairman, would you mind clarifying the ques- 
tion? It seems to me that there are about three questions involved. 
Mr. Crarpy. No, there is only one, but state what your problem is. 
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Dr. Marxerr. Well, the first asks whether I am a member of the 
Communist Party, and then the second question asks me about the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Ciarpy. No, it doesn’t. I say if you are a member, would 
not be true that you are therefore adhering to an organization seek- 
ing to overthrow through the use of force and violence of the Govern- 
ment of this country ? 

Dr. Markerr. That isa very hypothetical type question 

Mr. Cuarpy. Well, it may be, but I am asking it neve rtheless. 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Marxert. I could state that I do not know it to be a fact that 
the Communist Party is so dedicated, if this is the answer you wish. 

Mr. Crarpy. I don’t have any wish for anything except a truthful 
answer. Do you have some further questions ? 

Mr. Scuerer. In the Spanish war didn’t the Communists use force 
and violence ¢ 

Dr. Marxkerr. I presume if there was a war that force and violence 
were used. 

Mr. Scuerer. If there was a war. 

Dr. Marxerr. That is correct. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, you surely knew there was a war in Spain, didn’t 
you! 

(At this point Dr. Markert conferred with Mr. Dobson.) 

Dr. Marxert. Yes, I acknowledge that there was a war in Spain. 

Mr. Scnerer. You participated in it, did you not ? 

Dr. Markerr. That I must decline to answer on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness excused. 

We will take a 5-minute break at this point. 

(Whereupon, at 3:04 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 3:09 p.m.) 

CW he reupon, at 3 : 12 p.m.,the hearing was reconvened. ) 

Mr. Crarpy. The committee will be in session. Call your next 
witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Edward H. Shaffer. 

Mr. Suarrer. May I request that there be no photographs ? 

Mr. Cuarpy. Hold up your right hand. 

Mr. Suarrer. May I make a request 

Mr. Ciarvy. Not until you are sworn, sir. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ? 

Mr. SuaArrer. I do. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Will you be seated, and if you have a counsel, I will 
ask him to identify himself and then I will hear what the witness has 
to say. 

Mr. Camesett, My name is Loren Campbell, 516 Ann Arbor Trust 
Building, Ann Arbor. 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes, sir, Mr. Campbell, will you be seated, both of you. 
Now, witness, if you have a request to make of the Chair, it will be en- 
tertained at this time. 
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TESTIMONY OF EDWARD H. SHAFFER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, LOREN CAMPBELL 


Mr. Suarrer. Yes, | have several requests: (1) That I am not to be 
televised while the proceedings are going on. 

Mr. Crarpy. That will be complied with, sir. 

Mr. SHAFFER. ?) That I not be photographed while the proceedings 
are going on; and (3), that the Klieg lights be turned ott. 

Mr. CLarpy. There are no Klieg lights here, sir. 

Mr. Suarrer. These heavy lights. 

Mr. Crarpy. I should tell you that those lights are necessary for the 
proper illumination in this dark corner of the room, and they will not 
be turned off. 

Mr. Suarrer. I would like to say I would like to quote from Bishop 
Oxnam, when he appeared with these lights 

Mr. Ciarpy. The chair will entertain no such statement or argument 
from you, sir. If you intend to behave in anything other than a re- 
spectful manner toward the committee, we will be compelled to take 
steps that I am afraid you will not like. May I suggest that if you 
have no further requests—you have made three of them, all of which 
have been granted. 

Mr. Srarrer. What about photographs— 

Mr. Ciarpy. All of which have been granted. There will be a com 
mencement of questions and nothing else. So, Mr. Tavenner, I suggest 
you proceed. I want to make one further statement. If you have any 
written motions, counsel, that you desire to file, they will be received 
at this time. I say that because another witness has submitted one, 
but you will not be permitted to argue them. 

Mr. Cameseti. No. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. No, I do not have. 

Mr. Criarpy. I think I should say something more because I know 
some of the counsel by name and reputation, and some of them other- 
wise. I don’t want any unfair inference drawn against any counsel 
who appears with any witness before us at any time. It is, as a member 
of the bar I know, the duty of all of us as officers of the court—and that 
is what we lawyers are, of course—to appear and represent anyone in 
any proceeding of any kind in which his services are requested, and I 
say that—I should have said it at the beginning, but I don’t want any- 
one to infer, merely because an attorney appears with any of those 
under subpena be fore us, that any aspersions of any kind are to he 
taken against him or his firm or anyone connected with him. 

Mr. Campsenn. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Tavenner, will you proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your full name, please, sir? 

Mr. Suarrer. Edward H. Shaffer. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Shaffer? 

Mr. Suarrer. I was born on January 26, 1923, in Pittsburgh, Pa 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a resident of Ann Arbor? 

Mr. Suarrer. I am now a resident of Ann Arbor. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been a resident of Ann Arbor? 

Mr. Suarrer. How long have I been a resident of Ann Arbor? 

Mr. TavenNeER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Suarrer. Well, I have lived in Ann Arbor on and off since 1946. 

Mr. Taverner. When did you first come to the State of Michigan ? 
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Mr. Suarrer. I first came to the State of Michigan in 1943 with 
the United States Army. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been in the State of Michigan continu- 
ously since that time except for occasional trips ? 

Mr. Suarrer. No, I have not been continuously in the State of 
Michigan since 1943, I went overseas with the United States Army, 
and I have since 1946, however, been most of the time in Michigan. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Where did you live prior to your induction into 
the armed services in 1943? 

Mr. Suarrer. I lived in Maryland, Cumberland, Md. 

Mr. Tavenner. Cumberland, Md. ? 

Mr. SHAFFER. Long, Mad.. I believe, L O-l-g, I believe. It Was a 
post-office suburb of Maryland. 

Mr. TAvenNer. How long did you reside in Cumberland ? 

Mr. Suarrer. From 1940 until my induction in the United States 
Army—until I enlisted in the United States Army. I was a student— 
when I actually enlisted, I was a student at the University of Mary- 
land, College Park, Md. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
educational training has been up to the present point ! 

Mr. SHarrer. Up to the present point I have received a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Michigan in 1948, a master’s degree in 
1949, and I am working now on a doctor’s degree at the University of 
Michigan. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not certain that I understood in what field you 
are working. 

Mr. Suarrer. Iam in the field of economics. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, what your rec- 
ord of employment has been since you first came to Michigan? 

Mr. SuaArrer. Since 19467 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell. ) 

Mr. Suarrer. On advice of my counsel I decline to answer that ques 
tion on the grounds that I do not want to testify against myself. I 
am using the fifth ame ne hod nt. 

Mr. Crarpy. Let me put the question to him a little differently, coun- 
sel. So that there will be no question in your mind about it, give us 
vour employment excluding therefrom, if there have been any such, 
any possible connections whatsoever with any subversive organization. 
[ am not implying that there was any such, I am merely saying, 
definitely excluding that from the question, give us the list of your 
employment otherwise. 

Mr. Suarrer. Since I do not know at what future date this com- 
mittee may decide that a certain organization is subversive, and since 
I do not know when I may be hauled up again for admitting employ- 
ment with any organization which may at some future time be declared 
subversive, I again invoke the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. The Chair then directs you to answer the question. 

Mr. Suarrer. And again I invoke the privilege of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you work in the automobile industry in the city 
of Detroit ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I would like to point out to you, counsel that you 
perhaps are wasting your time and my time. I said I would not 
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answer that question on the grounds of the fifth amendment as to my 
employment. 
(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell.) 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, so that there may be no misunderstanding 
whatever, no matter how many times you may attempt to tell us what 
we can and cannot ask you, we are in charge of the proceeding and 
will ask such questions as we deem pertinent, and it is up to you to 
answer them or to refuse to answer if you desire to invoke the pro- 

isions of the Constitution, but do not attempt to lecture the committee 
any further. 

Now proceed. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you employed at any time—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Pardon me just a minute. I ask that you direct the 
witness to answer the question of counsel as to whether he was em- 
ployed in the automobile industry. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes, I direct that you answer that question. 

Mr. Suarrer. I refuse to answer it for the reasons already stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you employed at any time by the Chrysler 
Co. in Detroit ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I refuse to answer for the reasons already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you mean to state that your employment by 
Chrysler Co., the answer to that question, might tend to incriminate 
you? 

Mr. Suarrer. For all I know Chrysler may be put on some subver- 
sive list in the future. I refuse to answer for the reasons already 
stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. Then, witness, on that ground, no witness at any time 
could ever be requested to answer any question on the ground that at 
some time or other something else might happen. That doesn’t make 
sense. You are directed to answer that last question. 

Mr. Suarrer. I refuse to answer for the reasons already stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Very well. 

Mr. Scuprer. It is obvious that the witness is in contempt of the 
Conert SS. 

Mr. Criarpy. That is definite, but we will proceed and see how much 
more we will get. He possesses a lot of information if he would tell us. 

Mr. Scuerer. Six pages of it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, how long did you say you had been a student 
at the University of Michigan 

Mr. Suarrer. I didn’t say how long I was a student at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan. 

Mr. TavenNner. I am asking you, sir. 

Mr. Suarrer. I would say about 5 to 514 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many of those years did you receive assistance 
under the GI bill of rights? 

Mr. Suarrer. I received assistance under the GI bill up till this 
present semester, that is, the semester starting in February. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
any time during the period that the United States Government wa 
furnishing you with the means of obtaining your education? 

Mr. Suarrer. I would like to point out, sir, that the United States 
was furnishing me the means for my education because of my service 
as a veteran in World War II. Now, as far as the question itself is 
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concerned, I would like to point out that I will not answer for a num- 
ber of reasons: First, the first amendment. I challenge this commit- 
tee’s right to investigate into my political beliefs, ufilliahiona, and 
associations ; and secondly, the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. P roceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you in the city of Detroit in attendance at 
the hearings conducted there last week on Frik lay, when Mrs. Bere- 
niece Baldwin testified ? 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell.) 

ir . SHAFFER. No, I was not in the city of Detroit at the hearings 
when Mrs. Baldwin testified. 

Mr. Taverner. Mrs. Baldwin testified during the course of that 
hearing that she, as the membership secretary of the Communist 
Party for the State of Michigan, directed a communication to you as 
an official of the Ralnh Neafus section of the Communist Party at 
the University of Michigan. The date that she referred having 
written you was October 1947. Do you recall having received such 
a communication from her ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I would like to decline to answer that question for 
the reasons previously stated, the first and the fifth amendment. 

Mr. CLarpy. Do you decline? Yousay you would like to. 

Mr. Suarrer. I do decline. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your address in 1947 ? 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell.) 

Mr. Suarrer. On the advice of counsel I decline to answer that 
question on the grounds of the fifth amendment . 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask you to direct the witness to answer. 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes, I direct the witness to answer the question as to 
his address during the year 1947, 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scurrer. Where do you live now? 

Mr. Suarrer. My present address is 312 South Thayer, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it the fact that at the time Mrs, Baldwin wrote 
you vou were living at 530 Hill Street, Ann Arbor ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. I direct that you answer that question. 

Mr. Suarrer. Idecline for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever live at 530 Hill Street, Ann Arbor? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. Again I direct you answer the question. 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of the membership 
report of student organizations of the University of Michigan, report 
for the spr ing semester, 1946 and 1947, relating to the Michigan Youth 
for Democratic Action, and on it there appears your name. Will you 
look at it please. Do you identify your name appearing on that official 
record of the University of Michigan ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I am asking ¢ a question, is that an official record of 
the University of Michigan? 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, you are asked a question. You are not on 
the stand to ask us questions. 

Mr. Suarrer. Well, in order to answer the question—— 

Mr. Crarpy. Now, please answer. 
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Mr. Suarrer. I would like to have the source of information 

Mr. Crarpy. Read the question, Miss Reporter, so I may direct the 
witness to answer. 

(‘The question was read by the reporter as follows :) 

Do you identify your name appearing on that official record of the Wniversity 
of Michigan? 

Mr. Ciarpy. The question is whether or not you can and will identi 
fy vour name on the document. I direct that pe seers 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell.) 

Mr. SHAFFER. I see the name Edward Shaffer. 

Mr. Tavenner. What address do you find appearing after your 
name? 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell.) 

Mr. Suarrer. I said I saw the name Edward Shaffer. I did not 
admit it was my name. 

Mr. Tavenner. What address do you find after the name Edward 
Shaffer on the official record of the university ? 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell.) 

Mr. Suarrer. I see the address 530 Hill Street or 530 Hill: excuse 
me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that your address at the time that record was 
prepared. 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell. ) 

Mr. Suarrer. On advice of counsel I must decline to answer that 
question under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I would like to ask you this: Do the records of the 
University of Michigan contain an address for you as a student at 
530 Hill Street ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I have no access to the records of the University of 
Michigan, and therefore I cannot answer that question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you ever furnish such information to the um 
versity ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell.) 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
prev ously stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. I direct that you answer that question. 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was a person by the name of Bill Carter dues sec 
retary of the Ralph Neafus section of the Communist Party at the 
University of Michigan at any time while you were a student there ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer that question for 2 reasons: the 
first amendment as inquiring into the associations and beliefs and 
affiliations of individuals, and also the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it a fact that Betty Houston succeeded Bill Car- 
ter as dues secretary of the Ralph Neafus Club of the Communist 
Party / 

Mr. SuHarrer. Same answer, same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Baldwin testified before this committee that 
{7 registration cards were delivered to the Ralph Neafus section of 
the Communist Party for reregistration for the year 1948. Will you 
tell the committee, ple: ase, whether that is a correct number of those 
who did in fact reregister, if you know? 

Mr. Suwarrer. Same answer, same reason. 
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Mr. Criarpy. Was that when the students were transterred to 
another club or was it the same 

Mr. Tavenner. No, that was the annual reregistration that took 
place. The cards, she testified, were delivered in 1947 for the 1948 
reregistration. 

Mr. Charpy This was not the incident she testified about concern 
ing the transfer of some people to another club then. 

Mr. ‘TavenNER. No, sir. 

Mr. Crarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. The paper that I handed you a moment ago related, 

I said, to the Michigan Youth for Democratic Action. Were you 
a member of it? 

Mr. SHAFFER. Same answer, same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you excerpts from a letter from « column 
entitled “Letter to the Editor,” of the Michigan Daily, the date of 
which I think was in 1947, and I refer you to an article entitled 
“MYDA Explains,” and it is addressed to the editor. It is over the 
name of Edward H. Shatfer, chairman, Michigan Youth for Demo- 
cratic Action. Will you examine it and state whether or not you issued 
that statement as chairman of the Michigan chapter of the Youth for 
Democratic Action / 

Mr. Suarrer. I see the name, Edward H. Shaffer, chairman, Michi- 
gan Youth for Democratic Action. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you write the article ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer on the grounds of the first amend- 
iment. I believe the television is focused on me—— 

Mr. Crarpy. No; it isn’t. You are mistaken as you were in some 
other statements you made earlier. It is not. 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer, that I challenge this committee’s 
right to investigate into my writings, my speeches, and my beliefs 
as being a violation of the first amendment, and I also shall decline to 
answer on the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That was something published. Are you no longer of 
the opinion that you were when you wrote that and it appeared in the 
public press ¢ 

Mr. Suarrer. My opinions, sir, are my business. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Well, it happens to be that your opinions on some of 
these things are of concern and grave concern to your Government, 
and we are endeavoring to find out some things about it. Here is 
something you wrote and that was published. It is beyond question 
that it is public knowledge that you did so, and so I direct that you 
answer counsel’s question. 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline for the reasons already stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are you offering this as an exhibit ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Not yet, sir. ‘T will offer it presently. 

Is it not a fact that the Michigan Youth for Democratic Action was 
organized as a part of and affiliated with an organization entitled 
“American Youth for Democracy” ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer on the basis of the first and the 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. I now desire to cal] to your attention an excerpt 
from the Michigan Daily on the same sheet of paper as the one I 
handed you a moment ago, entitled “MYDA Chairmen.” Will you 
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examine it, please, and state whether or not the contents of that short 
article are true, to the best of your knowledge and belief. 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell.) 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer on the grounds of the first and 
the fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scurrer. Are you the author of the article? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir; he was not. It is over the name of another 
person. 

I desire now to offer the sheet in evidence containing both articles 
referred to and ask that it be marked “Shaffer Exhibit No. 1. 

Mr. Cruarvy. It will be received. 

The sheet from the Michigan Daily above referred to, marked 
“Shaffer Exhibit No. 1,” was received in evidence.) ' 

Mr. Tavenner. | now desire to read into evidence this last excerpt 
which is over the name of a person by the name of Dick Malloy. It 
reads as follows: 

This week the Daily carried an ironical news story, an announcement that 
the Michigan Youth for Democratic Action had elected Ed Shaffer as chairman 
for the coming year. This prosaic news story takes on an ironic tinge with a 
brief look at Shaffer’s other local connections: The head of MYDA is also an 
active member of the Ralph Neafus Club whose literature proclaims that it is 
the local organization of the Communist Party in the United States. So it 
appears that MYDA; which loudly professed its simon pure character when 
banned from a campus last year, has a Communist leader ; this from an organiza- 
tion which, when it first came under fire early last spring, declared, “Our prin- 
ciples are the property of no single political philosophy or party.” 

Shaffer was also head of MYDA last year. This action in reelecting him to 
the top position in the group seems to be rather inconsistent for a group which 
is not the property of a single political philosophy or party. 


Now, is it true that the Michigan Youth for Democratic Action was 
banned from the campus of the University of Michigan the preceding 
year ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell.) 

Mr. Suarrer. I believe it was printed in the newspapers that the 
Michigan Youth for Democratic Action was banned by President 
Ruthven. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Don’t you know that that was the fact ? 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell.) 

Mr. Suarrer. I would decline to answer that question under the 
first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it a fact that the Michigan Youth for Demo- 
cratic Action was banned from the college campus because it was 
being Communist led and controlled ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I don’t know the exact reasons President Ruthven 
gave for the ban—I mean, rather, can’t recall. I believe he said it 
was Communist leadership. I can’t remember the exact reasons. 
Perhaps if you have a copy of that Michigan Daily at hand, you could 
see just—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it Communist led ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer that question under the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Weren't you its leader? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer that question under the first and 
fifth amendments. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Weren’t you at that time a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Suarrer. Same answer, same reasons. 

Mr. Ciarpy. There wasn’t anybody else at that time in a better posi- 
tion to know that fact, either, was there? 

Mr. Suarrer. Same answer, same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I have before me a photostatic copy 
of a copy of a letter bearing date of the 22d day of April 1947 pur- 
portedly signed by Alexander G. Ruthven, addressed to Miss Harriet 
Ratner, president, Michigan Youth for Democratic Action, 1102 Oak- 
land Avenue, Ann Arbor, Mich., which I desire to read into evidence. 

Mr. Crarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner (reading) : 

DEAR Miss RATNER: Evidence which it is impossible to disregard indicates that 
the American Youth for Democracy has become conspicuously identified with 
Communist influences. This has resulted in widespread criticism of its activities, 
not only by the general public, but by the law enforcement agencies of the Govern- 
ment of the United States. The Michigan Youth for Democratic Action is an 
affiliate of the American Youth for Democracy. In the circumstances, there- 
fore, the Michigan Youth for Democratic Action is performing a disservice to the 
educatinal and other interests of the University of Michigan. For this reason 
its recognition as a university student organization is hereby withdrawn. 

Very truly yours, 
ALEXANDER G, RUTHVEN. 

Did you become associated with any other groups on or off the 
campus of the University of Michigan in which members of the Com- 
munist Party played a conspicuous part ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I would like to pronounce that I have never admitted 
association with any group, and when you say “any other group,” you 
imply in that question that I have an admitted association with a 
group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, I understand you have not admitted it, though 
the press seems to have been replete with examples of your activity as 
chairman, which you have not denied. 

Mr. Crarpy. Answer the question, witness. 

Mr. Suarrer. Would you please repeat it. 

Mr. Crarpy. Read it, Miss Reporter. 

(The question was read by the reporter as follows: 

Did you become associated with any other groups on or off the campus of the 
University of Michigan in which members of the Communist Party played a 
conspicuous part?) 

Mr. Suarrer. I would decline to answer that question on the first 
and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Shaffer, the committee has heard in executive 
session testimony relating to the Labor Youth League, which is very 
detailed in character and which I will not endeavor to attempt to read 
in evidence at this time. I will state only for your benefit at this time 
that it discloses under sworn testimony that the officials of the Labor 
Youth League, were almost without exception members of the Com- 
munist Party; that the youth group of the Communist Party at cer- 
tain places in the State of Michigan were dissolved and its member- 
ship directed to go into the Labor Youth League and take over its 
management and its direction. Did you become a member of the 
Labor Youth League ? 
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Mr. Suarrer. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated, first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, what was the content of that telegram that 
you sent to Moscow on November 21, 1948 ? 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell.) 

Mr. Suarrer. Since that question relates to something that I have 
allegedly written, I will not answer on the grounds of the first amend- 
ment, because I believe that this committee in inquiring into my writ- 
ings 1s overstepping its bounds, and I will also use the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, did you send such a telegram to Moscow? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline for the reasons stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. I should have said cablegram, Did you send a cable- 
gram to Moscow on November 21, 1948 # 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline for the reasons already stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. Have you sent any telegrams or cablegrams subse- 
quent to that date ? 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Dobson. ) 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer for the reasons stated. 

Mr. Scnerer. Would you tell us to whom you sent the telegram on 
March 21, 1948, to Moscow, Russia ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I haven't said I sent any telegram to Moscow in 1948. 

Mr. Screrer. Isn’t it a fact that you did ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I have declined to answer that question. 

Mr. Scnerer. Now, do you decline to answer to whom you sent the 
cablegram ? 

Mr. Srarrer. That should be obvious—if I would decline where I 
sent it, I would decline to answer to whom I would send it. 

Mr. Scurrer. Were you on the payroll in any way of the Com- 
munist Party as early as 1948? 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. ¢ ‘ampbell.) 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer that question on the first and the 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you ever receive any compensation from the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer that question for the reasons 
already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. After your return from service in the Armed Forces 
of the United States did you become a member of any veterans’ 
organizations ? 

Mr. Srarrer. Since I do not know which organizations the com- 
mittee may now or in future consider subversive, I decline to answer 
that on the fifth amendment and also the first amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer that ques- 
tion, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes, witness, your answer would imply that you are 
either accusing or expecting us to accuse some veterans’ organization 
to be subversive in character. That isn’t in the question and is not 
in anyway to be inferred. 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Srarrer. I decline for the reasons already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Shaffer, there have been many efforts on the 
part of the Communist Party to infiltrate almost every form of our 
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society. We have had it in government; we have had it in labor; we 
have had it in entertainment; and we have had it in veterans’ organiza- 
tions. Do you know whether or not, or do you know any of the par 
ticulars about the effort of the Communist Party to infiltrate the 
American Veterans Committee / 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline for the reasons already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of fact, didn’t you resign from that 
organization because that organization was taking action to clean its 
house of any possible Communist Party influences / 

Mr. Suarrer. I would like to decline that question on the first and 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you a member of the party when you were in 
the armed services? 

Mr. Snarrer. I would like to decline that question under the 
first-—— 

Mr. Scnerer. Isn't it a fact that you were a member even when 
you were serving in the Armed Forces ¢ 

Mr. Suarrer. When I was serving in the Armed Forces, sir, I was 
fighting for my country, and I was risking my life for my country, 
and for that reason I don’t think you have any right to inquire into 
my political beliefs at that time or any other time. I will decline 
under the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. You say you were fighting for your country. Now 
will you tell us whether you were a member of the party at that time? 
Mr. Srrarrer. I have already declined to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I desire to hand to the witness the 
January 7, 1949, issue of the Detroit News and ask him to examine 
the article appearing at the left-hand margin entitled “3 Head AVC 
Ban on Reds,” and ask the witness to examine it and state whether 
or not the article states the truth insofar as he is con: erned. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Did you state that was a photostat ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I may not have said it. T should have said it. 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell.) 

Mr. Suarrer. I have examined the article. 

Mr. Taverner. Does it state the truth insofar as it refers to you ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
already stated. 

Mr. Tavener. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Shafferexhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Scuerer. What does it say about the witness? 

Mr. Crarpy. It will be received. 

(The photosts itic copy of the Detroit News bearing date of January 
7, 1949. entitled “3 Head AVC Ban on Reds” marked “Shaffer exhibit 
No. 2”? was received in evidence. )! 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to read the material part of the article: 

8 Head AVC Ban on Reds; Detroiter, two other quit U. of M. chapter, Ann 
Arbor, Mich., January 7. Three students resigned today from the University of 
Michigan Chapter of the American Veterans Committee because of a ruling 
adopted by the national AVC convention in November calling for the ouster of 
members who belong to the Communist Party. They were William Carter, 3473 
Townsend Avenue, Detroit; Edward Shaffer of Pittsburgh; and Edward Yellin, 
of New York. The chapter voted to accept the resignations with regret and 
extended a vote of thanks to each for his participation. Yellin and Shaffer were 
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serving as chapter the 3 students declared “The recent convention decision has 
been both members of the 10-man chapter executive council. In a 4-page letter to 
the chapter the 3 students declared “The recent convention decision has been both 
unjust to the Communist Party and dangerous to the AVC. This decision is 
unjust because members of the Communist Party have many times proved by 
their deeds their devotion to democracy. Excluding Communists, the AVC has 
helped make worse the already dangerous situation in this country. Instead of 
pleading for sanity, it, too, has joined the bandwagon of the Hearsts, the Rankins, 
and the Legionnaires in their mad drive towards fascism and war. 

Did you write such a letter or join in the writing of such a letter to 
the national organization of the American Veterans Committee / 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer for the reasons already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you not engaged constantly during the pe riod 
of your work at the University of Michigan in the performance of 
services of one character or another which were designed to aid the 
Communist Party in the promulgation of its principles and its 
policies ¢ 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer the question under the first amend- 
ment and the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Didn’t you engage in 1949 in the distribution of 
Communist Party literature outside the Chrysler plant in Detroit ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
already stated. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Haven't you participated in many picketings of the 
Federal Building in Detroit pursuant to a plan of the Communist 
groups ¢ 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer that question for the reasons 
already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee heard evidence from one of the 
witnesses today—I believe it was Dr. Davis- -regarding the publica- 
tion of a pamphlet entitled ‘ ‘Oper: ation Mind,” which was distributed 
just as the Committee on Un-American Activities began its work in 
Detroit in 1952. Are you aware of the making of a plan for the prep- 
aration of a second booklet or pamphlet designed to serve the same 
purpose when the committee came to Detroit last week ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer that question : One, it is an Inquiry 
into my writings, into my beliefs, which I say this committee has no 
right to inquire into; that is, the first amendment, and also decline for 
the fifth ‘amennmaey- 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness, commencing with my arrival in Detroit week 
before I: a there appeared in the newspapers, particularly in Detroit, 
a continuing series of statements all constituting attacks upon the 
committee and upon its members as individuals, spaced at the rate of 
about one a day, clear up to and through the time that wi > were appear- 
ing at Detroit. Did you take part in the strategic pl anning that re- 
sulted in the issuance of those attacks upon the committee 

Mr. Suarrer. What evidence do you have, sir, that there has 
been— 

Mr. Crarpy. Never mind. Answer the question. Did you take 
part in the strategic planning of that attack ? 

Mr. Suarrer. That question has an implication I object to, that 
there was any strategic planning, that it was nothing but the senti- 
ments of the people of Michig yan expressed to this committee. 

Mr. Ciarpy. How do you know that it expresses the opinion of the 
people of the State of Michigan whenever attack came from persons 
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like yourself under subpena before the committee with only one ex- 
ception? Now, my question—I am going to insist that you answer 
it—did you take part in that concerted deliberate series of attacks 
upon the committee, and were you directed to do so by the Commu- 
nist Party hierarchy ? 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell.) 

Mr. Suarrer. This to me is a question like “Have you stopped 
beating your wife,” but on the advice of counsel—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, have you—— 

Mr. Suarrer. Under protest I answer that question—I decline to 
answer that question with the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, for your information, we disclosed at the hear- 
ing at Detroit a confidential Communist Party directive which out- 
lined precisely the thing that was done. Did you ever have your 
hands on or have any knowledge of that kind of Communist Party 
cdlirective ? 

Mr. Srarrer. I decline to answer for the reasons already given, 
first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. ‘TAveNNER. Were you a member of an organization on the 
campus of the University of Michigan known by the name of Karl 
Marx Society ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer that question for the reasons al- 
ready given. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy ofa receipt for due 
of $1, signed by Betty Goodman, and bearing date of April 3, 1947, 
acknowledging receipt from you of that amount as dues for mem- 
bership in that organization. Will you examine it and state whether 
or not you did pay dues in the amount of $1 on that date to Betty 
Goodman ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer for the reasons already given. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I desire to offer the document into evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Shaffer exhibit No. 3.” 

Mr. Ciarpy. It will be received. 

(Photostatie copy of receipt, dated April 3, 1947, marked “Shafte: 
exhibit No. 3.” was received in evidence. )? 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of fact, Mr. Shaffer, is it not true that 
the Communist Party control of that organization was entirely 
destroyed by the non-Communist membership of that organization 
who attended meetings and voted Communist Party leaders out of all 
control of that organization ? 

Mr. Suarrer. | decline to answer that question for the reasons 
already given. 

Mr. Tavenner. And isn’t it also true that as a result of the action 
taken and the alertness of the non-Communist members of that or 
ganization that the Communist members complained to the officials, 
the proper authorities, of the university that the action that the non- 
Communists had taken was illegal ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer that question for the reasons 
already given. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You mean, counsel, that the non-Communist element 
beat the Communists at their own game? 


1 Retained in committee files 








5400 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 


Mr. Tavenner. That is right, and I know of several instances in 
which that has been done, in which the non-Communists have st: ived 
at their meetings and have stayed late and have outvoted the Com- 
munists, and on every occasion where that is done it has ended Com- 
munist domination and sometimes the organization, It was partic- 
ularly true in Hawaii. 

As a result did the Communist members of that organization with 
draw from it ? 

Mr. SHAFFrer. Same answer, same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. After the Communist members of that group with 
drew because they couldn’t control it, isn’t it a fact then that the non- 
Communist members in due course permitted the organization to die, 
and in that way what might have been a very effective Communist 
front was totally destroyed’ Isn’t that true ¢ 

Mr. Suarrer. Same answer, same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know where Betty Goodman is today? 

Mr. Suarrer. You mistake, sir. I am not an informer, and I do 
not intend to—I resent the slur that you might even classify me with 
the informers that you have hauled up before your committee. I 
will not answer that question on the first amendment and the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask you direct the witness to answer the question, 
Mr. C hairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are so directed. 

(At this point Mr. Shaffer conferred with Mr. Campbell.) 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Betty Goodman a member of the Communist 
Party at the time she signed your receipt for dues ? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer the question for the reasons already 
given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, it is the information of the staff 
from investigation that has been made here that the person, Betty 
Goodman, is in all probability teaching school in the public schools 
in the State of California today. 

Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. SHaArrer. Same answer, same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have asked you questions regarding the Com- 
munist Party membership on your part at various times and about 
activities of yours allegedly connected with the Communist Party. 
I would like to ask you now whether at any other time and place you 
have been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Suarrer. I decline to answer for the reasons already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cruarpy. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Crarpy. One question, and we are ready to excuse you. Are 
you now or have you ever been a member of any organization dedi- 
cated to the task of ove throwing this Government through the use 
of force and violence? 

Mr. SHarrer. Same answer,.same reasons. 

Mr. Criarpy. Witness excused. 
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We will take a 5-minute break at this point. 

(Whereupon, at 4:06 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
et 4:11 p. m.) 

(Whereupon, at 4:15 p. m., the hearing was reconvened. ) 

Mr. Ciarpy. The committee will be in session. 

Call your next witness. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I would like to call Mr. Myron Emanuel Sharp 
Will you come forward, please, Mr. Sharp / 

Mr. Ciarpy. Hold up your right hand. Will you raise your right 
hand? Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to 
give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you (rod ¢ 

Mr. SuHarp. | do. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You may be seated, and will counsel identify himself ? 

Mr. Dcunnines. Stuart J. Dunnings, Jr.. 212 West Kalamazoo, 
Lansing. 


TESTIMONY OF MYRON EMANUEL SHARP, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, STUART J. DUNNINGS, JR. 


Mr. Swarr. I wish to say that my subpena was not properly made 
out. [was asked to report somewhere else, and I am here under pro- 
test because I received only a telegram, and I think that this is im 
proper and arbitrary, so I just wanted to make that note. Also I 
submitted a motion to quash my sub ypena, and I would like to hear a 
ruling on that from the committee. 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes, Mr. Sharp. You are m error on your first state 
ment about the legality of the committee, and your motion is denied. 
Will you proce eed. 

Mr. Tavenner. State your name, please, sir. 

Mr. Smarr. May I make a statement ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. You may not. 

Mr. Suarp. Then may I note the arbitrariness of the committee. 

Mr. Cirarpy. May | int: apie you. Iam not sure whether I made 

plain to start with or not, but I have in every other proceeding, so 
maybe I forgot it this time, but if a witness cooperates with the com- 
mittee and answers questions as distinguished from invoking the fifth 
or other amendments and avoiding answering questions, he may, at 
the conclusion of his testimony, make a statement if it is relevant and 
so deemed by the committee. 

Mr. Suarp. Then you are offering 

Mr. Crarpy. Pardon. There will be no statement permitted in 
advance of the taking of testimony by you or any other witness. That 
is a rule of the committee as you undoubtedly must know. Proceed, 
Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Suarr. You are offering to make a deal with me at the price 
of cooperating with the committee. 

Mr. Crarpy. I am not making a deal. The committee never deals 
nor makes deals with persons who appear before it. We are repre- 
senting the Congress of the United States. We demand, and we shall 
expect your respectful attention to the questions as they are pro- 
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pounded. They will not be impertinent. They will be to the point. 
We expect you to behave yourself as a gentleman and to answer the 
questions as fully and as frankly and as honestly as you can. If you 
wish to decline to answer, you may do so, briefly stating your ground. 

Mr. Suarpr. I will also 

Mr. Cuarpy. There will be no further statement entertained from 
you. 

Mr. Suarp. May I note the discrimination of the committee 

Mr. Cxiarpy. I do not want to have to enjoin you any more. You 
must obey the rules. You are already in contempt of the committee 
because of your behavior. Now, wi nless you desire to aggravate that, 
you will desist. Will you now proceed, Mr. Attorne y 

Mr. I \VENNER. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Suarv. My name is Myron Emanuel Sh: rp. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, your age, your 
P lace of re sidence. and your oc’ ‘upation ? 

Mr. Suarp. ITam25. Ilivein Ann Arbor. Iamastudent. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a graduate student at the University of 
Michigan ? 

Mr. Suarre. Iam. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, when you 
entered the Univer: ity of Mi ‘higan to pursue your stuclies 

Mr. Suarpr. I entered the University of Michigan in 1950, I believe. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Where were you born / 

Mr. Suarpv. I was born in Chester, Pa. 

Mr. Ts \VENNER. Did you first come to Michigan in 1950 when you 
took up your studies at the University of Michigan / 

Mr. Suarr. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you had any employment in the State of 
Michigan ? 

Mr. Suare. No ,1 have not. 

Mr. TavenneErR. Will you tell the committee, please, what educa- 
tional tr: wen ng you received prior to your beginning your studies at 
the Unive sity of | Michigan ? 

Mr. Suarp. Is that question relevant to the subject under investiga- 


Mr. C1 . Witness, you will please devote your time to answer- 
ing and mar asking que tions. Now, please answer the question. 

Mr. Suarrv. I am entitled to an explanation as to whether the subject 
is relevant. 

Mr. Crarpy. You are not entitled to anything except the question 
as it was propounded. Now, answer the question or decline to do so, 
as you may choose, stating your grounds if you do decline. 

Mr. Suarr. I ask the Chair to rule whether the question is relevant. 
What is the committee investigating ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, I do not want to have to admonish you any 
more. We are trying our best to conduct this hearing in an orderly 
way. You are not entitled to be impertinent, as you have been thus 
far. 

Mr. Srrarp. I simply asked t the question. 

Mr. Crarpy. Will you please subside, sir. Now, you must either 
answer the question or decline, and if you do not understand the ques- 


tion, you may address that and that o1 nly to the person who propounds 
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it. You are not entitled to ask us other questions as you have 
attempted to do now, not more than 2 or 3 times, but that is enough. 
Now, will you proceed and answer the question / 

Mr. Suarp. I answer under protest. My previous education, I 
graduated from junior high school, at which time I was honored with 
6 awards, 1 in natural science, 1 in social science, 1 for citizenship, 1 
tor Latin, and 2 others that I don’t recall. I graduated from high 
school with 3 awards, 1 in natural science, 1 in social science, and 1 
from the Sigma Chi honorary society. Simultaneously I was hon- 
ored with being editor of the school hewspaper and also editor of the 
student column in the town newspaper, and I also was honored with 
being handed the conductorship of the school orchestra. I received 
my bachelor’s degree with honors. I received my master’s degree, I 
have passed my preliminary examinations for my Ph. D. I received 
hrst prize for an essay on the thoughts of Thomas Jefferson and his 
n 


oht for civil liberties and also a first prize fora paper on the question 
of the United Nations and its significance with world peace and a 


number of others. I was appointed to membership in the National 
Honor Society; I have studied the violin for 14 years and piano and 
musical composition for 6 years and Hebrew for approximately 3 
years 

Mr. Ciarpy. Then you should have no difficulty at all in answering 
our questions. 

Mr. Suarr. [haven’t had any difficulty. 

Mr. Ciarpy. No demonstration; no demonstration. That was not 
intended to be humorous, but we have been confronted by witnesses 
who have intimated that they were unable to understand our ques- 
tions. Now we have a witness who has an exceptionally good educa- 
tion, and I suggest we proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you receive your educational training 
prior to your attendance at the University of Michigan ? 

Mr. Suarp. At Swarthmore College. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in attendance at school at 
Swarthmore / 

Mr. Swarr. 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you extend your activities also into the work 
of the Labor Youth League after coming to the University of Michi- 
gan? You seem to have had a very full academic career. I am wonder- 
ing if you had time for activity with the Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Suarp. I believe that that question, questions about political 
belief, with the effort to label those who disagree with the committee, 
that kind of question was manufactured in Nazi Germany. ‘That 
kind of question is designed to discredit those who hold views which 
are contrary to this committee. That is a characteristic of fascism. 
That question is a subterfuge which is designed to establish con- 
formity to McCarthyism as a test of legality for authority and action. 
What I did as a student is not the business of this committee because 
this committee would destroy education if it attempted to attack—— 

Mr. Scuerer. You just told us what you did as a student. 

Mr. Suarp. I am speaking of political activities as a student, and 
I would note that I did protest giving that evidence because I didn’t 
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think it was relevant to the investigation of this committee as to what 
my background was. That isn’t what this committee is investigating. 

Mr. Scuerer. Tell us about the Labor Youth League under protest, 
as you did your other activities. 

Mr. Siiarr. You will not tell me what I will tell you. I will make 
that decision for myself. As I said, I think that this is a pretext, that 
you are not interested in the Labor Youth League, but you are inter- 
ested in something else because this is a tec hnique of destroying all 
opposition, in the same way which Senator McCarthy is attempting to 
destroy it by labeling the Democratic Party as the party of treason. 
You w ich to use the Communist label to discredit liberalism, to dis- 
eredit all trends of political thought, of ideology, of various theories 
of politics and economics and anything else that goes on in a university 
or any other institution in the country. You wish to discredit them by 
the kind of machinery of tyranny which you are exercising here in 
this chamber. 

Mr. Crarpy. I presume, sir, that you must have a pretty extensive 
acquaintance with Communist literature, because you have quoted 
almost verbatim the party line on the subject you discuss. Iam going 
to ask you this question: Are you a regular reader of the Daily 
Worker? 

Mr. Snuarr. I presume you must have a great familiarity with 
McCarthy’s line, too, from what I have seen at the hearing today. 

Mr. CLarpy. Answer the question, sir. 

Mr. Suarr. Whether I am a regular reader of the Daily Worker— 
how could you ask a question which is in violation of the first amend- 
ment ? 

Mr. Crarpy. I have asked it. Now you may not agree, and you 
may take any of the amendments you wish, but I am asking you: Are 
you a regular reader of the Daily Worker ? 

Mr. Suarr. But you are sworn to uphold the Constitution by the 
fact that you are an officer of the Government, and you are betraying 
your oath of office by asking me to wipe my feet on the first amend- 
inent. 

Mr. Criarpy. Answer the question. You are directed to do so. 

Mr. Scrierer. I think you have wiped your feet on the first amend- 
ment, sir, many times. 

Mr. Snarr. Are you making a political speech or is this my 
hearing? 

Mr. Crarpy. We will leave the political speeches to you, but just 
answer my question. Are you a regular reader of the Daily Worker, 
the Communist newspaper ? 

Mr. Suarrv. I think that that question also is a subterfuge. It is 
a — 

Mr. Scrirrer. We have given him plenty of time to answer it. Let 
us pass to the next question. He is clearly in contempt of the Congress 
by his answer. 

Mr. Criarpy. I will give him one more chance. 

Mr. Suarr. You say political disagreement is contempt of Congress ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Your whole attitude is that, and it is very evident, but 
IT am overlooking it. I am merely asking you once more, giving you 
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one more oppor tunity to answer the question, are you a regular reader 
of the Communist newspaper, the Daily Worker ? 

Mr. Suarr. This kind of question is quite reminiscent of the kind of 
questions that were asked of Galileo, of Christ, of Socrates, of Joan 
of Arc, and of others in history who also were persecuted for their 
ideas, and—— 

Mr. CLarpy. You are getting in pretty fast company there. Now 
suppose you speak only for yourself. 

Mr. Suarr. I didn’t place myself in that company, but you have 
placed yourself in the company of the persecutors of these people. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Very well. Are you refusing to answer the question ? 

Mr. Suarr. Are you directing me to answer it? 

Mr. Cuiarpy. I have. 

Mr. Suarr. Well, if you direct me to answer it, I will state my 
reasons for refusing to answer. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You may doso. 

Mr. Suarp. First of all, as I said before, I consider that any ques- 
tion relating to what I read or with whom I associate, or anything 
else which is covered by the first amendment, is an improper question 
for any governmental tribunal to ask because the first amendment was 
put in the Bill of R ghts specifically to curb overweening and high- 
handed governmental committees which would attempt to invade the 
privacy of belief and the secrecy of the ballot which is preserved in 
the secrecy of the ballot and so forth of the citizens of this country, 
and James Madison pointed out that that and other amendments in 
the Bill of Rights were placed there in order to curb highhanded and 
overweening committees. I also will not answer that question on the 
basis of the fourth amendment because that provides that there should 
be no arbitrary searching of persons, papers, effects, and so forth, 
without the issue of warrants upon probable cause and this commit- 
tee tends to be destructive of the fourth amendment by asking ques- 
tions which invade a person’s political beliefs. I also will not answer 
on the basis of the fifth amendment because, as Justice Frankfurter 
pointed out, the fifth amendment is a protection of the innocent, and 
as Justice Black pointed out, the fifth amendment is a protection of 
the innocent, and on the grounds of the due process clause of the fifth 
amendment I am denied various rights of due process, a bill of par- 
ticulars, the right to face accusers, the right of cross examination, and 
other customary rights which we have gained in our country at the 
high cost of sacrifices of lives, of hardship, of struggle, of toil, and 
I will not yield that amendment to this committee, either. 

I also refuse to answer on the basis of the sixth amendment which 
is also a guarantee of due process. I also will not surrender the eighth 
amendment to this committee which provides that there shall be no 
cruel and inhuman punishment, and certainly the punishment in- 
flicted by this committee is unusual and from what I have seen tod: ay 
it is also sadistic. I have seen you subject witnesses to the most un- 
usual and cruel punishment up here, and of course they subsequently, 
as a result of cause and effect, lost their jobs, their educational oppor- 
tunities, and so forth. 

I also will not answer the question on the basis of the 9th and 10th 
amendments which this committee misconstrues to read that rights and 
powers not enumerated in the Constitution are reserved to the Un- 
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American Activities Committee rather than the people. Actually 
freedom of opinion and political belief are reserved to the people by 
these and other constitutional guaranties and by the common law. 


[ also will not answer your question on the basis of historic separa- 
tion of powers, both col stitutional and tr geen and vou are 
usurping the power of the judiciary by accusing people without the 
proper procedures and without allowing then’ ‘the proper defenses. 
| also ref ise to answer t] que t1on because one’ Ss answer yes or no or 
this answer o that answer to the que stions is a form of reprisal if the 
person does! t answer the qui tion 1! the way it is desirs d by the 
committee or in conformity with the views of the committe I also 
refuse to answer a questio! of that type because it may lead me to be 
forced to name other people, to expose them to the same kind of 
indignity and so forth, and I won't be an informer because it is 
a mean and unworthy act. Ialso refuse use I believe that the law 
setting up this committee is uncor or reart im a in that it authorizes or 
it is the basis for investigation of propaganda, in quotes, and propa- 
gal da is the advocacy of ideas, and the first amendment states that 


Congress shall make no law relating to freedom of speech, assembly, 
und press and so forth 

I also refuse to answer on the basis that in calling faculty members 
and students and I am a student the committee is attempting to 
determine the composition of faculty and student bodies which it has 
no legislative power or no power in the common law to do. It is 
attempting—by its disapproval, it strongly tends to discredit members 
of the campus community for political reasons and is conducive to con- 
formity in education, and the committee has no legal power to induce 
conformity in education. 

I further refuse to answer because the committee is also creating 
fear on the campuses. It is destroying education by attaching reprisals 
to those who adhere to one particular point of view, and the exchange 
of free ideas without attachment of reprisals is essential to a liberal 
and democratic education. And I am nearly finished. 

I have also refused to answer that question because the questions 
of the committee, the nature of the hearings, the tendency to attach 
reprisals to the holding or the studying or the examination of particu- 
lar ideas tends to deprive facts from the youth of this country and 
tends to make pad war, because the youth ‘and the people have to be 
fully informed in order to decide the vital kind of questions which 
are facing us tod: ay in a world in which war and peace are questions 
which each young person in particular has to be fully informed to 
dotiiie. and further I have two more reasons. One is that the com- 
mittee—I have witnessed the committee attack the equal right of a 
Negro attorney to represent an individual and I have seen him with 
force and violence e jected from the hearing room, and I don’t see this 
committee particularly investigating injuries and harm and discrim- 
ination to the Negro people, so I won’t be a party to that kind of thing 
and finally, I think that this committee, through its activities through 
its creation of fear in the country, on the ¢ emptaes, in the labor move- 
ment, in the ministry and other places which it has investigated, in 
quotes, it is aiding Me abetting the development of fascism in this 
country in the same way which Hitler did in Germany, and I think 
that it is obligatory, both legally and morally, for any citizen to oppose 











COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 5407 


the questions and the tendencies of this committee for the reasons 
which I have stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now, witness, isn’t it a fact that the real reason you 
have refused to answer the question is because at this very moment 
you are a — of the Communist conspiracy ¢ 

Mr. Suarp. No, the real reason which I have refused to answer 
the question is that I don’t want to see the de spe itism and dict ee 
in this hearing room spread throughout the rest of the countr 

Mr. Scuerer. I will ask you, are you a member of the Commenanids 
Party today? 

Mr. Suarp. I think that question was manufactured in Nazi Ger- 
many. It is exactly the technique which Hitler used in order to 
destroy not only the Communist Party but all political opposition. 

Mr. Crarpy. Answer the que stion yes or no, or decline to answer, 
and then you may say upon the grounds already advanced. I shall 
not permit you to reat d them in exte nso agi un. 

Mr. Smarr. I wouldn’t want to. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, we wouldn’t either, I assure you. But answer 
the question or decline, as I have indicated. 

Mr. SHARP. Are you directing me to do that ¢ 

Mr. Crarpy. You are being directed. 

Mr. Suarp. Well, I do decline on the reasons which I have pre- 
viously stated and which I stated directly in answer to Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Criarpy. Witness, didn’t you write me a letter a little while 
back and sign it with some title connected with some organization ? 

Mr. SuHare. What I wrote, what I—— 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Just answer, did you write a letter to me? 

Mr. Snare. Would you permit me to answer this question in my 
own way ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. No, answer the question, did you write a letter. 

Mr. Suarpr. In other words, you won’t let me answer the question 
in My Own way. 

Mr SCHERER. You have talked long enough. 

Mr. Suaxrpr. In other words, you want to talk for me. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, I am asking you to answer the question yes 
or no or decline, and if you wish to give some explanation as to why 
you give your answer, if it will be brief, it will be permitted. Do you 
remember the question ? 

Mr. Suarp. I decline on the basis which I previously stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, didn’t you, in writing to me challenging me to 
a debate, identify yourself exactly as our questions would indicate? 

Mr. Suarp. Of course that is the reason why I decline, because you 
are attempting to intimidate people by identifying them under duress, 
under these circumstances, with this, that, or the other thing. I do 
now, whether I did then, I do challenge you to a debate because I 
don’t think that truth and falsehood can be determined under these 
on but I do think that it can under conditions of free debate. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Would you be courteous enough to let me have a min- 
ute of iat en your 1 hour if we did have such ? 

To come back to what I am asking—— 

Mr. Suarp. I have to fight for the time which I have. 

Mr. Cuarpy. To come back to the question I asked, didn’t you, your- 
self, identify yourself in writing in addressing me, as precisely that 
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which our questions are seeking to find out, the chairman of the LYL, 
Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Suarr. Every time that you ask me a question of a political 
nature, you are more deeply violating the basis of the Bill of Rights 
and particularly the first amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. Is it a question involving politics to ask you if you 
voluntarily wrote me a letter identifying yourself as the chairman 
of the Labor Youth League? Do you think it is unfair to ask you 
that ? 

Mr. Scuerer. After your tirade, do you think it is unfair? 

Mr. Suarp. Are you implying that my statement of reasons was a 
tirade? 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, if it wasn’t, I think it will do until one comes 
along, but at any rate, answer my question. 

Mr. Suarr. Then you characterize 

Mr. Ciarpy. My question, if you will, one way or the other. 

Mr. Suarr. You characterize the statement of legal grounds as a 
tirade ? 

Mr. Crarpy. It is not—— 

Mr. Suarr. Again I wish to note that the committe so characterizes 
my legal grounds. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, may I tell you, we have heard hundreds and 
hundreds of witnesses in the brief time I have been on the committee, 
and there was absolutely nothing new. We have heard it over and over 
again from people who have been identified to us as members of the 
Communist Party. We have found it in writing. I have some of those 
reasons in writing in my notebook here now, so you did not take us by 
surprise except in one particular, you were a little more verbose and 
repeated yourself a little oftener than some of them do. Now to come 
back to the question. 

Mr. Suarp. I take it that any one who exercises his constitutional 
rights is labeled as a Communist by you. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. Will you answer my question ? 

Mr. Suarp. Your question was did I write a particular letter to you? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes, identifying yourself as chairman of the Labor 
Youth League. 

Mr. Suarp. I have stated that perhaps outside of the committee I 
may or may not identify a particular letter, but under conditions of 
duress which were characterized as an analogy to a bullring by—— 

Mr. Scnerer. You are under oath now. You would say things out- 
side the committee which you wouldn’t say here because you are under 
oath. 

Mr. Swarr. But I am not charged with anything, so I don’t have 
to exculpate myself of anything. 

Mr. Crarpy. Very well. If you are not charged, I take it you are 
not exactly in fear and trembling at the moment. At least you do not 
appear so. 

Mr. Srarp. Yes, but that is an example of the arbitrariness of this 
committee. It doesn’t state charges, but it implies charges. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Very well. He has refused to answer, and the record 
will so show. Will you proceed, Mr. Tavenner. We don’t have very 
much information 

Mr. Suarp. Did you direct me to answer that question? If so, I 
would state my previous reasons. 
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Mr. Crarpy. Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Sharp, the committee has information indicat- 
ing that you are chairman of the executive committee of the Labor 
Youth League. If that be a true and correct statement, or if that is 
true and correct information, you should be in a position to know to 
what extent the Communist Party endeavors to control or has en- 
deavored to control the official makeup as well as the policy of the 
Labor Youth League, so I will ask you to give the committee the bene- 
fit of what information you have on that subject, if you will. 

Mr. Suarr. Again you are asking my knowledge of associations and 
organizations, and you are forbidden, or at least you are curbed to ask 
that kind of question. by the Bill of Rights and in particular the first 
amendment, and again, by raising the ‘Red dr agon, and Red menace 
technique; you are using the same methods which were used in Hitler 
Germany which were the concentration camps and the other things 
which are familiar to us. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you imagine there are no such things as that in 
Communist Russia ? 

Mr. Suarr. I know that there are concentration camps in this 
country under the McCarran Act. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Answer the question. 

Mr. Swarr. And your lack of struggle to change that law and to 
remove those concentration camps is tacit consent to their existence. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Answer my question. Do you not know there are con- 
centration camps that are concentration camps which are in existence 
in Russia today? Don’t you know that ? 

Mr. Suarp. I think it is more important that we abolish the concen- 
tration camps in this country before we 

Mr. Cuarpy. Very well. I can see you do not desire to say any 
unkind word about Russia or communism. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Suarr. Please don’t put words in my mouth. I will answer 
my own questions. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I wish you would. It will be helpful. 

Mr. Suarr. I am answering them in my own way. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make an application for a passport to travel 
in a foreign country in 1950? 

Mr. Suarr. Another characteristic of fascism is that it asks ques- 
tions about where one travels to, and where one goes, and who one sees 
when one gets there. In other words, it attempts to regulate one’s 
movements about, and we have freedom of movement under the com- 
mon law and under the Constitution. 

Mr. Scirerer. Yours is one that should be regulated, sir, I am afraid, 
for the safety of this country. 

Mr. Crarpy. Will you proceed to answer the question? 

Mr. Srrarr. Are you making an accusation or making a threat? 

Mr. Ciarpy. You have a question pending. Will you answer it, 
please? 

Mr. Srrarp. I have answered the question. 

Mr. Crarpy. Not yet. 

Mr. Snarp. I decline on the basis of the ground which I stated as 
well as what I jnst now stated in answer to the question. 

Mr. Ciarvy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you in 1950 attend the Second World Student 
Congress of the National Union of Students in Prague ? 
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Mr. Suarp. I decline to answer that question on the grounds which 
I previously stated, and note also that you are again inv ading my right 
to travel and to associate, and so forth. Whether I did or didn’t, I 
don’t reply. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you criticize in the press, which you had a right 
to do, of course, the action of Cornell University in expelling John 


M: arqusee Tor his part in that meeting in Prague / 

Mr. Suarp. Of course the expulsion of students from school is a 
a result from the situations that are being created by committees 
like this. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Will you answer the question ? 

Mr. Suarp. Are you saying that I have to account for what I write 
or what I speak or what is published in the press which is guaranteed 
by the first amendment ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question, please ? 

Mr. Suarp. I take it you are saying that, so I decline. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed to the next question. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mr. Marqusee is the witness who appeared in Al- 
b ny about 3 weeks ora month ago and testified before this committee 


oar | rtici ation, not only in that meeting in Prague, but 
in | is J partic cipati ion. in ike Labor Youth League movement at Cornell 
Unive1 ity, his activity sib: n a lal or-union, branch of the United 
Electrical, Radio, and Machine Workers of America, and explained 


to the committee that he had ait elibonet from the Communist Party 

year or two ago and gave the committee, we are convinced, a full 
statement of all of the knowledge he had regarding Communist Party 
activities at Ithaca, both in the city and in the school. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That testimony, I think, was taken with Congressman 
Scherer pre sidin 1g. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Were you acquainted with John Marqusee ? 

Mr. SuHarp. To admit acquaintance with an informer would tend 
to degrade me, so I can’t answer that question. 

Mr. Scurrer. He was a fellow student of yours and a fellow Com- 
munist of yours and attended the meeting at Prague—— 

Mr. Suarp. Are you making an accusation against me on something 
that hasn’t been proved y this committee ? i 

Mr. Scuerer. Is my accusation that you are a member of the Com- 
munist Party false, sir? 

Mr. Swarr. You are not a court. You have no right to make any 
accusation. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am asking you whether the accusation that you say I 
am making is true or false. 

Mr. Suarpr. I understand, but you continue to be in violation of 
your oath of office by destr¢ a ing the separation of powers and acting 
as a court. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, I have to enjoin you once more. From here 
on out I shall insist on you answering the questions and desisting from 
arguing with counsel or the committee. 

Mr. Swarr. 1 am answering the questions in my own way. 

Mr. Crarpy. I am saying that in deadly earnest. 

Mr. Suarp. I am 





Mr. Cuarpy. Will you subside while I am addressing you, sir. If you 
want to be cited for contempt of this committee, just continue with 
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the obviously contemptuous actions in which you have been indulging. 
From here on out I enjoin you to answer the questions or decline, 
but do not address yourself with further remarks of that kind to the 
committee or kotha souneel, Is there a pending question ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. ask that you direct him to answer the ques- 
tion whether my allege di, accusation is true or false. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are so directed. 

Mr. Suarp. I decline on the basis which I previously stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. I thought you would. 

Mr. Cuarpy. All right; proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a State convention of the rey 
Youth League at 2705 Joy Road in ‘M: arch of 1953, March 21, 1953? 

Mr. Swarr. Do you have information that I did? 

Mr. Cuarpy. Witness, I thought I just got through enjoining you 
to answer the question. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Would that change your answer? 

Mr. Criarpy. A little more of this—you proceed to answer the ques- 
tion now or decline, as you wish. 

Mr. Sarr. Are you forbidding me to answer in my own way ¢ 

Mr. Crarpy. I am forbidding you to address contemptuous remarks, 
as that obviously was, when a proper question is addressed to you. 
Proceed to answer the question and do not engage in argument or try 
to override or outtalk us when we are attempting to tell you what to do. 

Will you answer the question. 

Mr. SuHarpe. Sir, I asked a question. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Will you read the question, Miss Reporter, so there 
will be no confusion ? 

(The question was read by the reporter as follows: “Did you attend 
a State convention of the ae Youth League at 2705 Joy Road in 
March of 1953, March 21, 1953?” 

Mr. Suarpe. Whether I went beg the movies or whether I went to 
the library or where I went is a concern of myself only and not of 
any governmental committee. On that basis, and on the bases which 
I have previously stated, I can’t answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, do you refuse to answer the question ? 

Mr. Srarpe. What I meant to say was that I decline to answer that 
question because it is a preemptory overstepping of the bounds of a 
congressional boat itbee. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been ames the question as to whether 


or not you are now a member of the Communist Party and whether 
or not you wa Q member of the Communist Party while you attended 
the Second World Youth Congress in Prague. I desire now to ask 


you whether you at any Sellar time or place have been a member of 
the Communist Part 

Mr. Suarr. What yi you mean by “other time or place”? 

Mr. Tavenner. Other than those I have mentioned. 

Mr. Crarpy. Pardon me, Counsel. Once more, that question is 
perfectly plain. If you desire to answer it with some following 
explanation, you may do so, but answer it. 

Mr. Suarr. But I understand I am being accused of something 
which I didn’t state. He stated “other time or place,” and I didn’t 
state any time or place. 

Mr. Crarpy. It is with difficulty, Witness, that I restrain myself 
under these conditions. I am doing my best to do so. Now, for the 
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last time, answer the question or decline, and if you have any explan- 
atory statement, you may add to it. That will permit of a “yes” or 
“no” or an explanation. 

(At this point Mr. Sharp conferred with Mr. Dunnings.) 

Mr. Suarr. May I have the question repeated, please ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Read it, Miss Reporter. 

(The question was read by the reporter as follows: “You have been 
asked the question as to whether or not you are now a member of the 
Communist Party and whether or not you were a member of the Com- 
munist Party while you attended the Second W orld Youth Congress 
in Prague. I desire now to ask you whether you at any other time or 
place have been a member of the Communist P arty.”) 

Mr. Suarp. I decline to answer that question on the valid basis 
which I previously stated, and I also protest the implication in the 
question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Counsel, the Second World Student Congress 
held at Prague was a Communist dominated and controlled congress, 
was it not? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Criarpy. Any further question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scurrer. Witness, you made application for a passport in 
June 1950, did you not ? 

Mr. Suarr. My name is Mr. Sharp. I would urge you to call me 
by that instead of “Witness.” 

Mr. Scuerer. I can hardly use the appellation “Mr.” in view of 
your conduct, so I call you “Witness” as I am allowed to do. 

Mr. Starr. Then you only extend courtesies to those who agree 
with your political opinions. 

Mr. Scuerer. My question is, Did you make an application for a 
passport in June 1950? 

Mr. Suarp. I decline to answer that question because the next 
question will be who I met when I went where I was supposed to 
have gone and will invade my right to travel where I want to without 
interference and to meet with whom I want to without interference 
and say what I want to without interference. 

Mr. Screrer. No; my next question is, Didn’t you commit perjury 
when you signed that passport application ? 

Mr. Sruarp. Are you making an accusation ? 

Mr. Scuerer. I am asking you if you did not. 

Mr. Suarp. There is an implication and accusation. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right; is my accusation true or false? 

Mr. Suarp. Will you take me to a court? 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, answer the question or decline, as you wish. 

Mr. Srarp. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Screrer. In that application didn’t you say that you were 
asking for the passport to make a pleasure trip to certain countries? 

Mr. Snarr. Your question implies an answer, and it should be—this 
is not the fitting place for accusations to be made. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, don’t address yourself to admonishing the 
committee about the conduct of its affairs. Either answer the ques- 
tion or decline as you wish. 
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Mr. Suarp. I decline on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness dismissed. 

We will now adjourn until 9:30 a.m. Witnesses under subpena to 
appear today or tomorrow at this place will report at 9:30 a. m. 
tomorrow morning in this room. 

Committee adjourned. 

(Whereupon at 4:58 p. m., the hearing was recessed until 9:30 
a.m., Tuesday, May 11, 1954.) 
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